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May 2019

Luther High School
Graduation Worship Service

SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

The Luther High School Graduation
Worship Service will be held on Sunday 

May 26 at 2:00pm in the ACE Gymnasium.

Just a reminder to all families with children in grades 1-8 that there are Athlet-
ic, Art, and Theater Camp opportunities coming up this summer. Please 
register as soon as possible. More details coming soon on the Luther High 
School website at www.lutherhigh.org.

THIS SUMMER’S YOUTH CAMPS INCLUDE: 
Art Camps, Band Camp, Basketball Camp, Football Camp, Tennis Camp, 
Theater Camp, and Volleyball Camp

WELS NIGHT AT THE LOGGERS
The 4th Annual WELS Night at the Loggers game will be held on Sunday, 
June 30. Gates open at 4:00pm at Copeland Park in LaCrosse for a 5:05 
game time. Tickets are $10 which include a reserved bleacher back seat and 
a Loggers Hat! The LaCrosse Loggers Organization will return $5 of that 
price to Friends of Luther as a fundraiser. All tickets will be purchased 
through the Loggers office: 608-796-9553 or online at: lacrosseloggers.com 
with promo code: WELS. For your ticket to be a part of the fundraiser, you 
must purchase by Friday June 21st.
For more information check out the event poster at your church, or on the 
LHS website at www.lutherhigh.org. 
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Remembering Our Loved Ones
Burness Mc Bain
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Falkenberg

Willard Warnken
Roberta Warnken
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Dalleska
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Volkman
Elverna Matthees
Lawrence Oevering
Richard Yeske
Margaret Boehmke

Roberta Anderson
Melvin Brand
Roger Trester
Frank Gowin
O.A. Hildestad
Lila and Elden Salwey
Loretta Lanz

The following people were honored with a gift to Luther High School

CLASS OF 2019



Congratulations to the Luther Light for 
May, Berkley Harle from DeSoto, WI.  
Berkley is the daughter of Bruce and 
Brenda Harle and is a member at St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Stoddard, 
WI. Before Luther High School, she 
attended both Mt. Calvary-Grace in La 
Crosse, WI and St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
School in Stoddard.

While at Luther, Berkley has participated 
in Softball and Volleyball.  She has been
a member of Cantate Choir, Concert 
Choir, Sound Foundation, Handbells,
and Band, along with being a member

of the Robotics and Wings Teams, Student Council, and the RejuvaKnights 
groups.  Berkley has taken a leadership role with the Robotics team, 
serving as the marketing captain. 

Berkley volunteers by helping with VBS in her church. She has also played 
an active role in volunteering her time helping out at volleyball camps at 
St. Matthew’s and by serving as a camp counselor at Camp Whitewater.

In her spare time, Berkley enjoys reading, hiking, photography, singing, 
playing with Bruno her puppy, and traveling.

At this time, Berkley’s plans for after graduation from Luther High School 
are to attend Wisconsin Lutheran College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin to 
major in Secondary Education.

Luther Light is awarded to Luther High School students who have been nominated and chosen by 
students and staff based on those whose attitude serve as a model for others and display evidence 
of the stewardship of blessings and gifts God has given.

 Mr. Jon Benrud will be retiring at the end of the 2018-2019 school year.  He has faithfully served 
his Lord for 36 years in various roles at two schools, Emergency Teacher in Rochester, Minnesota 
and Luther High School, teaching a variety of subjects, being involved in extra-curricular activities, 
making memories, and touching over 3000 students’ lives. Jon expressed that the students had a 

much bigger impact on him and his family than he 
did on them.

During his many years of teaching, Jon has shared 
his love of physical activity with his students in the 
numerous Physical Education and Health classes he 
has held the privilege of teaching. He utilized some 
of his other talents, knowledge of our world, 
money management, and numbers, to instruct 
students in Consumer Education, Civics, Govern-
ment, Ag Science, and Algebra classes as well.

Extra-curricular activities were also included in his 
teaching responsibilities throughout his career.  
With his love of all physical activities, Jon was able 
to inspire students both in the grade schools and 
the high school to grow in all areas of their 
physical abilities and use them to glorify their Lord 
in school competitions. Football, Wrestling, Boys 
and Girls Track, Tennis, Softball, and Golf were 
many of the areas in which Jon was able to share 
his knowledge. Serving as an academic advisor was 
one more avenue where Jon used his talents to 
serve Luther High School.

When asked to share some of his favorite memories from his career, Jon shared this, “I prayed each 
morning that the Lord would help me teach the students what they needed to be successful as 
Christian students.” He also shared this memory about his first teaching experiences, “On my first 
day of class in my first year of teaching at LHS, I was given a stack of books on Friday and had to 
start teaching on Monday.  No lesson plans, just a few notes… I just tried to stay ahead of the 
students with five preps.  The students and I worked together on the material needed for each 
class.”  Extracurricular memories were also very important to Jon.  He fondly recalls coaching 
football in 1997 and walking onto the Badger’s football field at Camp Randall where the football 
team played for the Division 3 State Championship.  Another highlight for Jon was coaching John 
Poppie to a Wrestling State Championship at the 220lb weight class, with his son Jarod and 
son-in-law Pete Peterson sitting beside him.

Jon plans to spend his extra time in retirement vacationing with his wife hiking in the Utah 
National parks and hunting bear and fishing in Canada. The extra time will allow him to read, 
bike, play softball, and fish for enjoyment. He will continue painting houses, staining decks, and 
cutting trees until he finds the job that the Lord has planned for him. One piece of advice he 
wanted to share with the future staff and student body of Luther was, “Know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free. Jesus is the Truth.”  We thank God for the many years of service and 
commitment Jon has given to his Lord and to Luther High School.  May God bless your retirement!

If you would like to send your thanks and appreciation to Mr. Jon Benrud,
please send them to:

Mr. Jon Benrud
N5954 Park Dr

Onalaska, Wisconsin 54650

The office is open at Luther High 
School on regular school days,                  

7:30 am -  3:30 pm  

May 12 Spring Spotlight
 3:00pm | Chapel Auditorium

May 15 Senior Awards Night
 6:30pm | Chapel Auditorium

May 17 Jr/Sr Banquet

May 26 Graduation Service
 2:00pm | ACE Gymnasium

May Luther Light “Well done, good and faithful servant!”


