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Mission-Vision-Objectives
MISSION STATEMENT
Luther High School provides a Christ-centered education that encourages and
equips students for life and for eternity.

VISION STATEMENT
Luther High School desires that its students, mindful of baptismal grace, live the
holiness that God gave to them in Christ.

OBJECTIVES
Therefore, Luther High School will keep Christ in high school education by:
1. Faithfully proclaim and apply the Word of God through the teaching of classes,
life skills, and activities in accordance with the Lutheran Confessions.
2. Promote spiritual growth and maturity through the proper use of God’s Law and
Gospel.
3. Encourage and train students to share their faith throughout their lives whether
in personal or public ministry.
4. Instill a desire for knowledge, understanding and wisdom while taking “every
thought captive and making it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5)
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School Year

2

fro m t h e P r i n c i pal
“Thank God!”
Do you think Noah spoke those words when he finally walked off the ark and stepped on dry ground?
Put yourself in his shoes. Noah was confined and locked in the ark for over a year! For Noah, a look outside was difficult
because the ark did not have windows. I imagine that the inside of the ark was musty, stinky, dark, and damp. And what
did Noah hear? The pelting rain on the roof and the pounding of waves against the walls. And don’t forget about the
animals. The smell, the noise, and the work of feeding and cleaning up after them day after day after day.
Could we live for an entire year confined to an area of 450 feet by 75 feet? Do you think Noah and his family got on
each other's nerves? This was not a luxury cruise.
After a year on the ark Noah sent out a raven and he waited; then he sent the dove and he waited; then he sent out
the dove again and he waited. He waited patiently for God to open the door of the ark. When God finally opened the
door, do you think Noah shouted, “Thank God”?
We know he did. But his “Thank God” was not a sigh of relief. He thanked God by building an altar. He took some of
the animals that he had been taking care of for over a year and sacrificed them to God. Noah was grateful.
Why? It is quite simple. God had him build the ark. God placed him and his family on the ark. God shut the door on the
ark. God kept Noah and his family safe. In short, Noah thanked God that he was alive.
But it was more than that. Noah built the ark because of his faith in God’s promises. By faith, Noah knew that God had
forgiven him of his sins. By faith, Noah knew that God was going to send a Savior for the world. By faith, Noah knew
that God had saved him from the flood but more importantly from eternal death in hell.
Life may not always be what we want it to be. We may not always get what we want. Sometimes it takes having less
than we are used to so that we can appreciate what we do have.
What do we have? We have God’s protection! We are in the palm of his hand! God commands his angels to guard us!
We have a God that provides for you! Clothing, food, shoes, drink, house and home, family and friends are all blessings
from God! We have God’s grace! The Holy Spirit has given us faith. We know that we have a Savior who loves us,
forgives us, died for us, rose for us, and has prepared a home in heaven for us.
And so, what do we do next? It is quite simple. We trust. We trust God and what He will do for us in the future.
He will do exactly what He said He would do. He will continue to provide for us. He will continue to take care of us.
He will continue to strengthen our faith until He takes us home to heaven.
Our school year theme is “Live Your Faith” based on Titus 2:11-14. The apostle Paul reminds us “For the grace of God, that brings salvation has appeared
to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and
to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age, while we wait
for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
I look forward to meeting and working with all of you. I ask that you keep our
students and staff in your prayers. Together may we serve God with all our
hearts, souls, and minds.
God Bless,
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Principal Phil Punzel

Reminiscing
As we sit here following our daughter Gracie’s graduation from LHS on Sunday, May 30, we are left with a lot of
different thoughts. You see, Gracie was the last of our 7 children to graduate from Luther. Lisa, Jeff, Krista,
Courtney, Hannah and Emily preceded her.
We guess we are mostly feeling nostalgic. We got thinking about, “Remember when…”
•

Remember when, we moved to LaCrosse in 1985. The Lord saw to it that we would call this beautiful
area home.

•

Remember when, we found Mt. Calvary in LaCrosse and then St. Paul’s in Onalaska. This is where the
Christian education “journey” all started.

•

Remember when, 21 years ago we decided to send our first child, Lisa, to Luther.

•

Remember when, we decided to stay committed and send all of the kids to LHS.

•

Remember when, we attended all the concerts, plays, track meets and ball games. Too many to count.

•

Remember when, we made great lifelong friends with parents that sent their kids to school and experienced
the same events and milestones along the way.

•

Remember when, we got to know the teachers, staff, coaches and pastors and recognized the great positive
influence that they had and still have on our kids. Thank you!

•

Remember when, we wondered, how will we do it? How will we be able to afford to send all of the kids to
a Christian grade school and high school?
How will we make ends meet? Are we doing
the right thing?

•

Remember when, God said “I got this”, and
gave us all we needed and more. Wow. Just
wow. We are amazed and grateful.

What a blessing it has been to be a part of the
LHS family for all of these years. We look
forward to staying connected for years to come.
Your Friends in Faith,
Jeff and Karen Komay
Jeff, Karen, Lisa, Jeff, Krista, Courtney, Hannah, Emily, Grace
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Class of 2021

Ari Bakalars

Conner Beagle

Grace Bettin

James Biedenbender

Caylee Bruemmer

Lyndon Byus

Mitch Christie

Cole Christopherson

Corey Deyo

Kyle Deyo

Eric Dobberstein
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Emma Clark

Edward Pyatt

Kyler Ernst

Sidney Falkenberg

Tyler Fluegge

Austin Franks

Tia Gray

Emmaline Hagedorn

Makayla Hansen

Blake Harle

Jamie Heeter

Sarah Hoffe

Josiah Hoppe
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Hunter Kasten

Madison Kruschel
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Isaiah Larson

Sam Kilmer

Sarah Kirsch

Grace Komay

Katie Kutz

Sam Lampert

Hannah Larson

Micah Lenz

Isaiah Loersch

Lorelei Luetke

Andrew Maedke

Aubrey Palubicki

Nehemiah Pamperin

Kaytlin Pohlman

Konner Raddatz

Anna Rautiola

Emma Ries

Triston Riley

Sydney Rowan

Isaiah Schaller

Micah Schibbelhut

Leah Schilling

8

Caleb Schulte

Payge Skau

Julia Strangman

Tommy Teegan

Grace Vannucchi

Jessica Waege

Cassie Warren

Megan Yonkovich
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Cole Zenke

One Year Later
“Flexibility” was the word of the day nearly every day of this last school year. From art in-person/synchronized online
to learning a grade school has a day off, being flexible in my plans was key to helping students with their individual
learning goals.
“Team ministry” was a near foreign concept to me one year ago. Yes, each of my Calls has involved some team ministry
to an extent, but not to the level of working with two other trained music teachers and assisting a drama director. One
year later, I am so thankful to be part of this team and look forward to our opportunities to work together.
One year later, I feel incredibly “blessed”. Each day, God grants me time to impact the lives of many students in grades
5-12. Each day, I get to serve Him who made me. And each day I get to come home to Melissa and our four young
kids. God is good!
Thank you for your support of Luther!
-Mr. Greg Baures
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2021

Music - singing
The Music Department Handbook features the words of Psalm 150: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
Breathing is critical for singing, but masking and distancing requirements made this especially tough for the choirs.
Despite this, our students worked hard to learn their music, both in person and virtually. In rehearsal, they sat socially
distanced from each other. They practiced sight reading on their chrome books, and learned literature by singing
online. Thanks to these challenges, our students have learned to be more independent singers, better readers, and
more confident in their abilities. Thank you to all of the choir members who gave their best all year long. We have
truly been blessed to be able to use our breath to praise the Lord!
-Mr. Paul Adickes
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Luther High School Band
Band saw many blessings this year despite and because of Covid restrictions. Rather than rehearsing
in the band room each day, Luther’s Concert Band played together on the stage and were spread out
six feet apart. This extra distance compelled the students to listen to each other as they played and the
larger space of the auditorium gave them more room to grow in their sound. Because of this the band
developed a large and balanced sound that brought excellent and exciting performances to the stage in
the second semester. We were excited to play for audiences in 2021 and look forward to more next
year!
-Mr. Jonathan Witte
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Drama Production
Peter and the Starcatcher
This year, Luther’s Drama Department was able to put on the show, Peter and the Starcatcher by Rick
Elice. This Tony-winning show upends the century-old story of how a miserable orphan comes to be The
Boy Who Would Not Grow Up (a.k.a. Peter Pan). It is a wildly theatrical adaptation of Dave Barry and
Ridley Pearson’s best-selling novels. From marauding pirates and jungle tyrants to unwilling comrades
and unlikely heroes, Peter and the Starcatcher playfully explores the depths of greed and despair...and the
bonds of friendship, duty and love. We were so excited
that we were able to come together on stage and put on a
real performance with a live audience!
-Mrs. Kathy Werre
This year, the Luther High School Drama Department
performed the play Peter and the Starcatcher. The story of
Peter and the Starcatcher is an origin story for Peter Pan.
Throughout the story, we find out how Peter got his name
through his adventures with many colorful and unique
characters. Peter finds many friends, and a few enemies
throughout his journey, and by the end of the story Peter
realizes the meaning of family.
-Corey Deyo, LHS Senior
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and the
peter
starcatcher
LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL’S DRAMA DEPARTMENT PRESENTS:

2020-21
Winter Sport
Co-op Recaps
Luther participates in three different co-op teams during the winter sport season: gymnastics, hockey and wrestling. All three
sport offerings were able to compete at limited levels due to Covid, but what a blessing to be able to compete! In all three sports,
our students had a great opportunity to play the sport and to let their light shine in the community!
The gymnastics co-op, offered with Onalaska High School, included two Luther students. Senior Emma Ries and sophomore
Marin Schibbelhut were our representatives on the Hilltopper team. Covid-19 brought about a shorter season, less meets, and
no conference awards. The team was able to complete in the WIAA Tournament, where they finished 6th overall. Individually,
Emma Ries, finished 10th in the all-around competition and earned the highest score (32.975) on the Onalaska/Luther Co-op
team. Marin Schibbelhut finished 13th overall with the 3rd best score on the team.
The hockey co-op was offered with Aquinas, Holmen, G-E-T, and C-FC. This co-op includes two Luther students, sophomores
Tanner Bass and Bryden Hundt. Hockey also felt the impact of Covid-19 with a shortened season and no all-conference
awards presented. They were able to start their season after the Christmas break and get 13 regular season games played. In
addition, they participated in the WIAA tournament. The team finished with a 4-10 overall record. Tanner Bass was named the
team’s “Defensive Player of the Year”.
The wrestling co-op, offered with Onalaska High School, included one Luther student, junior Josh Stuebs. Covid-19 brought
about a very limited wrestling schedule with just two triangulars during the season and one Invitational. Josh won the New
Lisbon invite while wrestling at 145 lbs. In the D-1, WIAA regional meet, Stuebs wrestled at 152 lbs. He had an outstanding
meet finishing 2nd overall and advancing to the sectional tournament in Wausau where his season eventually came to an end.
Congratulations to all of our co-op teams and participants!
-Mr. Joel Babinec
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believe
“From My Eyes”
Right from the start we knew that nothing was guaranteed. One positive
Covid-19 test at the end of the season could've ended it all.

Instead of

discouraging us, we were instead refocused to live in the moment, play one
game at a time, and believe. Through the dedication of the entire team, we
became conference, regional, then sectional champions, advancing to the
State Tournament for the first time in Luther WIAA history. Loyal fans were a
constant support. We were astounded by the support of such a great number
in our Association, some of whom we didn't even recognize. But even more
important than such far-reaching support is the realization that nothing can
break a team that stands together.
-Micah Schibbelhut, Senior
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live
in the
moment
• 2021 Coulee Conference Champions (10-1)
• Division #4 Regional Champions
• Division #4 Sectional Champions
• 2021 State Participant
• OVerall record: 19-2
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Lady knight
varsity Basketball
The 2020-21 Lady Knights basketball season was a year unlike any other. COVID-19 restrictions left us not
knowing who would play, when we would play, or how we would play. Yet, the year finished in one of those
classic environments filled with screaming fans cheering on their Lady Knights!
The biggest takeaway from the 2021 season is as simple as the banner that hangs in our gymnasium.
“Whatever we do, do all to the glory of God” 1 Corinthians 10:31. Not every gym was full, and not every
game felt “normal”, but watching our Lady Knights use their God-given talents to play a game they love will
always be special! We cannot wait to return to Lady Knight Basketball in 2021-22!
-Coach Ryan Svendsen
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2021

TRACK
Luther’s track theme this year was “Start to Finish”. We were so blessed to both start and finish a complete
track season!
Some highlights of our season included Cassie Warren’s first place conference finish in the 400m, hosting regionals
again (which included girls and boys state champion teams–Royall and Aquinas), and sending three athletes into state
competition (Emmaline Hagedorn in shot put and Eli Bolstad and Micah Schibbelhut in pole vault).
Congratulations to Eli Bolstad for setting a new state record on pole vault at 12’4”.
Special thanks to those who donated funds for new hurdles and to all parents, athletes, and coaches for their dedication
during this unique season. We look forward to God blessing us with another year.
-Mr. Greg Schibbelhut
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Baseball
This baseball season our focus was The Team, The Team, The Team. We focused on asking ourselves how
each decision we made individually would help the team, on and off the field. We were young, with 14 of
our 22 players being freshmen. This allowed new routines and philosophies from a new coaching staff to
more easily be implemented. There were flashes of great baseball shown by the Varsity team, but they
couldn’t put those flashes together enough against strong competition. The JV team showed impressive
improvement, keeping optimism about upcoming seasons for the program burning bright.
All-Conference:
2nd Team: Hunter Kasten, Dillon Yang
-Mr. Luke Rosenbaum
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LUTHER HIGH

GOLF

Our golf team had a shorter season this year because we didn’t start until April 22. We finished 5th in the
Coulee Conference but we didn't have any players make the top 15 individual spots in conference. (11-15
are honorable mention).
The highlight of the season had to be the sectional meet in Mineral Point where all players shot their best
round of the season. Micah Gray's "Eagle" on the 1st hole was the only one of the day out of 72 golfers.
-Mr. Mark Loersch

Name:
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LADY KNIGHT

SOFTBALL

On June 16th at Waterloo, the Lady Knights won their 6th straight
WIAA Regional Championship 7-6 in 8 innings. With a 6-5 lead in the
bottom of the 7th with 2 outs, a Megan Yonkovich throwing error
allowed the Waterloo Pirates to tie the game and send it to extra
innings. In the top of the 8th, Megan Yonkovich redeemed herself with
an RBI single driving in Julia Strangman to score the winning run.
The Luther softball team finished the season with a record of 11-10,
after losing 8-1 to Horicon in the WIAA Sectional Semifinals. It’s the
14th straight season that the program finished with a record .500 or
above. Sophomore Mackenzie Van Loon received 2nd All-Conference
honors while seniors Aubrey Palubicki and Megan Yonkovich were
Honorable Mention selections.
-Mr. Mark Ross
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Congratulations to Aubrey and Megan who played
in the WFSCA Senior All-Star game. Your Luther
family is very proud you! Go Lady Knights!

LUTHER HIGH

TRAP TEAM
Luther Trap traveled to Michigan July 7-11 for National Trap. They competed with hundreds of trap
teams from across the United States and were part of over 1700 individual shooters. The boys competed as a squad on Friday and shot individually on Saturday. It was a wonderful first year for our trap
team! They enjoyed their trip to Michigan and they showed God’s light throughout the weekend and
throughout the season. Well done, Luther Trap!
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junior/senior banquet
2021 “A Year to Remember”
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NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
Every year, about 10 high school juniors take the PSAT test. In the fall of his senior year, Josiah
Hoppe learned that he had done well enough on the test to become a National Merit Scholarship
semifinalist. In order to become a finalist and become eligible for scholarship money, he had to fill
out an online application, write an essay, submit a letter of recommendation from a teacher, and
list what college he will be attending next year. Josiah will be going to Bethany Lutheran College
for Mathematics and Education where he plans to become a WELS teacher in the future.
May God bless your future Josiah!
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Welcome to the Luther family!

I am thrilled to be joining the Luther staff this year and can’t wait to meet you!
I am originally from Weyauwega, WI where I attended St. Peter Lutheran. I then attended Fox Valley Lutheran
before graduating from Martin Luther College in 2012 with a double major.
My husband, Ben (Luther Class of 2005), and I are blessed with three children: Bennett (7), Kenleigh (4),
and Raegan (3).
I previously served at Good Shepherd in Omaha, NE, as a kindergarten and departmentalized 5-8th teacher, which
taught me that flexibility is key. I also served at Grace in Oshkosh, WI – once again, 5-8th departmentalized. I am
blessed to have had numerous coaching opportunities since high school, and it is something that I find to be
extremely rewarding.
I will be teaching English and Geography classes and coaching girls’ volleyball and basketball. I’m excited to be
joining the Luther family and having the opportunity to impact students and athletes through the light of God’s Word!
-Mrs. Heidi Leibl
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Finish the work
Campaign Update
The Finish the Work (FTW) Capital Campaign continues to be blessed with gifts from those who strongly support
and value Christian education. What follows is the most recent update on the FTW campaign.
With the continued generosity and support from those within our LHS Association, the mortgage balance has been
reduced by $1,067,518 in the first 5 months of the year. This brings the mortgage balance down to $3,363,445
as of June 9th, 2021!
The current “cash on hand” as of June 9th is $367,890. This equates to approximately 15 monthly mortgage
payments. With the cash on hand included, the amount required to pay off the current loan is less than
$3,000,000!
To date, the total of all gifts received for the building project is $8,314,785! To God be the glory!
As you plan for the balance of 2021, and beyond, we pray that you will continue to keep the FTW Capital Campaign
in your thoughts, prayers, and gifts. The cost of the building project is 100% supported with your gifts. Remember,
your gifts pay the monthly mortgage payments which in turn helps pay down the principle. The goal is to ensure
that the operating budget of Luther High is not impacted by the FTW campaign.
Please consider a one-time gift or re-occurring monthly gift to help us continue to meet our monthly mortgage
obligations and pay down and eventually pay off the mortgage.
Gifts can be made by contacting the school, or go to the online giving platform at:
Lutherhigh.org/advancement/future-building-plans

May God continue to bless you and the ministry of YOUR Luther High School!
Let’s Finish the Work together!
Greg Scriver and Mitch Schultz
– FTW Capital Campaign Co-Chairs
John Byus
– Director of Mission Advancement
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1501 Wilson Street
Onalaska, WI 54650
608-783-5435

visit our website!
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TO DO LIST
Facebook:
@weloveluther

Instagram:
#lifeatluther

Do you know any students, alumni, family,
or friends that you think would like to stay
in touch with Luther High School?
Be sure to invite them to check out
our new Facebook page, Instagram,
and have them sign up online for our
newsletters and notification emails!

Twitter:
@lutherhigh

You Tube:
luthfilms

UStream:
lutherhighlive

1501 Wilson Street
Onalaska, WI 54650

www.lutherhigh.org

608-783-5435
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