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“Pray,
and let
God
worry.”
-Martin Luther
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F r o m

t h e

Principal
Are we there yet?
This question is often asked by children while on vacation with their parents or by individuals
working toward a fitness goal. Quite often the response is, “Not yet.” Whether destination or
goal, it’s about completion.
Around 55 AD, the Apostle Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians considered an “Are we
there yet?” matter. A monetary collection had started in Corinth to address an urgent need of
Christians in Jerusalem but had not been completed. Paul commends their initial God-pleasing start with these words, “Last year, you were not only the first to take action, but also the
first to be willing.” Recognizing that the need remained, Paul offered this further encouragement, “Now bring the work to completion too, so that your eagerness to start may be matched
by your completing it with what you have. For if eagerness is there, a gift is acceptable
according to what someone has, not according to what he does not have.”
Whether it’s a mid-winter family getaway or another travel time, parents will inevitably have to
provide an update as to how close they are to the destination. Shaking off the winter blues
and gearing up for spring, others may be hitting the gym and pounding the pavement to be
physically fit for spring activities.
Our Luther High School Association has recently been blessed with incredible building and
campus improvements. God has blessed our school through the many who supported this
effort with their prayers, active interest, volunteerism, donations and financial support. The
question remains, “Are we there yet?” Unfortunately, not yet. The last of the bricks have been
laid, and the building additions are being used daily to assist in fulfilling Luther High’s mission
to “equip and train Luther High’s students for life and for eternity.” Now the opportunity to bring
this work to completion by meeting our remaining financial commitment remains. The Apostle
Paul’s encouragement to God’s redeemed in Corinth serves us well today. “Now bring the
work to completion, so that your eagerness to start may be matched by your completing it.”
Are we there yet? May our gratitude to God and faith-prompted response make us eager to
continue to pray, remain actively interested and involved and provide generous support of
“Finish the Work.”

Principal
Paul Wichmann
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Mission-Vision-Objectives
MISSION STATEMENT
Luther High School provides a Christ-centered education that encourages and
equips students for life and for eternity.

VISION STATEMENT
Luther High School desires that its students, mindful of baptismal grace, live the
holiness that God gave to them in Christ.

OBJECTIVES
Therefore, Luther High School will keep Christ in high school education by:
1. Faithfully proclaim and apply the Word of God through the teaching of classes,
life skills, and activities in accordance with the Lutheran Confessions.
2. Promote spiritual growth and maturity through the proper use of God’s Law and
Gospel.
3. Encourage and train students to share their faith throughout their lives whether
in personal or public ministry.
4. Instill a desire for knowledge, understanding and wisdom while taking “every
thought captive and making it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5)

What
does serving
the Lord
mean to
you?
LUTHER

HIGH

2019-2020
schoolyear
The theme for the 2019-2020 school year is
“Serve The Lord.” The supporting passage is
Psalm 100:2.
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From the Dean's Office
“Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalm 100:2. As we take a look at this
year’s school theme it is important to see how that theme is being lived
out in the lives of our students. There are many different ways in which
our students embody this theme. Before Christmas, Kwik Trip needed
help rolling growth chart posters and we had students willingly give up
study hall time to help them out.
Each time we have a home basketball game, there are students from
Jon Engelbre
cht,
a variety of sports teams that work in the concession stand with the
Dean of Stu
dents
hot food. After the basketball games our Knight Knation section helps
clean up the bleachers. During first semester we had three seniors
using their study hall time to work with students in the Pre-Algebra class as teacher
assistants. A couple of those students switched their second semester schedule around so that they could
continue to work in the Pre-Algebra class. We are reminded in James 2:17, “In the same way, faith by itself,
if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” The spiritual lives of the students at Luther High School are alive
and well!

Donor Pyramid

1 Donor at
$100,000/year = $100,000
2 Donors at
$50,000/year = $100,000

Total Annual Gifts
$580,000

5 Donors at
$20,000/year = $100,000

5 Donors at $10,000/year = $50,000

10 Donors at $5,000/year = $50,000

50 Donors at $1,200/year or $100/month= $60,000

100 Donors at $600/year or $50/month= $60,000

200 Donors at $300/year or $25/month= $60,000
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To help visualize how you can support the Finish the
Work campaign, consider the pyramid shown to the
left. Our hope is that you will find where you fit best
on the pyramid. The key to paying off the debt is to
have the full support of the 12,000 members from
the 30 Association congregations as well as from
alumni and all others who support and value Christian education. We ask that each and every one of
you prayerfully consider a gift of $25, $50 or an
amount per month that is suitable for your budget.
As you can see, if a few hundred people from the
thousands of people associated with Luther High
school give generously, it will make a huge impact
on the remaining mortgage balance. Romans 12:6
We have different gifts, according to the grace given
us. Please consider using the bible verse from
Romans 12:6 to see how you might fit into the
pyramid. This is YOUR Luther high school!

The Luther Varsity football team experienced some unknown territory this past 2019 season.
The Knights were placed in the Southwest Wisconsin Activities League (SWAL) for football only. The
team travelled nearly 3 hours each way for 3 away games down to the southwest portion of the
state. We played some great competition and saw glimpses of future success. The most exciting
game for the boys was the 21-28 overtime loss to Cuba City for Homecoming. The atmosphere was
electric! The Knights are looking forward to next season where they will find themselves in the
Scenic Bluffs Conference for football only. There is a lot to be excited about in the Luther Football
Program as we move forward in the Lord and continue to RISE UP!

2019 Award Winners

SWAL Awards

Defensive MVP
Senior Mitch Bass

2nd Team All-Conference
Senior Brandon Stadtler – DB
Senior Brandon Stadtler – H-Back
Sophomore Josiah Larson – Kicker

Co-Offensive MVP
Senior Brandon Stadtler
Senior Erik Rogers
Most Improved Player
Senior Ethan Diehm

“I love Luther
because we have
great teachers and
good education.”
- Aspen Boldt
Sophomore

“I love going to
Luther High
School because
it’s a challenge just
as much as it is
easy.”
- Mario Street
Sophomore

Honorable Mention
Senior Mitch Bass - DL

I love Luther
because of all the
wonderful friends I
have made here.
- Haley Gronholz
Senior
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Choral Festival

This year’s National Lutheran Choral Festival was held at Winnebago Lutheran Academy.
The Sound Foundation joined 500 other students for an amazing weekend of singing and
fellowship, all focused on the theme of “Christ We Proclaim”.

Mr. Paul Adickes was blessed to
serve as a clinician for the weekend,
leading the Exaltate Choir and the
mass choir in several selections,
both new and traditional. One of the
biggest moments of the weekend
was the selection “Ain’t No Grave
Can Hold My Body Down,” which
featured the entire choir singing
while performing sign language.
Luther’s students made new friends,
grew as singers, and made the most
of their opportunities to praise God
in song and proclaim His name.
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Way to go, M

r. Adickes!

Luther High School’s Drama Department

TRIO!
A three-ring circus
of storybook tales

This past fall, Luther’s Drama Department was proud to present our Children's Theatre
Production, Trio!. This play was performed as a circus fairytale mash-up rooted in the rule
of threes. Narrated by a triumvirate of ringmasters and giddily guided by three circus
clowns, Trio! raced through a trilogy of storybook favorites featuring three characters:
The Three Bears, The Three Pigs, and the Three Billy Goats Gruff. These triplicate tales
performed by circus entertainers provided three times the laughter and fun!
Our cast for this show included many first-timers on stage! The cast learned about some
elements of the circus, focusing on clowning. Some of our actors even put together their
own pre-show acts including a magic act, a live dog show, and mimes! The show's three
clowns put together a side-splitting act with "horses".
A special thanks to our senior leaders John Michels, Grace Shepard, and Abbie Wierzbicki
who encouraged our younger actors!

“The reason I love
Luther is that in
sports you aren’t left
out. You’re always
included and you feel
like you’re a part of a
real family.”
-Lyndon Byus,
Junior

“I love that I can
learn new things
about God’s Word
every day, and I
am always
surrounded by
people who
support me and
encourage me to
follow God’s will
for my life.”
-Emma Clark,
Junior

“I like Luther High
School because I
can openly show
my Christian faith.”
-Brook Gartner,
Freshman
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The
Music
Department
As a music department, we love seeing students dig into
music any way they can. This year in the high school band
we’ve been blessed to have multiple upperclassmen jump
back into band! We welcome new members to the ensemble
after individual lessons with Mr. Witte. Consider joining! In the
Luther Elementary School Band Program we’ll be welcoming
new fourth-grade student registration at the end of the year.
Mr. Witte will be going into fourth-grade classrooms demonstrating all instruments and inviting students to join band. Any
student after fourth-grade is welcome to learn an instrument
and be in band!

Applied
home
maintenance
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The Shop classes want to say thank you again to families who have donated
and are still donating. As our new classes are underway, we see the need for
more equipment. Last year we offered one general shop class, this year we
have 3 separate shop classes. We offer Intro to the Trades, Woods 1 and Woods
2. The interesting part about all the classes in the same room and semester is
the time, equipment and space juggling. Where do we put the lumber for
each class and their projects? When multiple classes need to use the same
tools (routers, etc.), will we have the ability and time to change all the setup
required? What great challenges we have! It means that growth is happening
at Luther. Thank all those again for the vision to add the shop to Luther. The
students are hungry to learn and we are hungry to teach.

Refuse
to be

Silent
Volleyball 2019
wrap up and award winners
The volleyball team showed continuous
hard work, team work, and dedication
this season and finished third place in
the conference with a record of 6-6. We
then went on to beat Osseo-Fairchild in
the first Regional playoff game. With our
theme of "Refuse to be Silent," the team
worked together to let their God-given
abilities shine through and beat tough
opponents. This year Emily Wintrone
received a 1st Team All-Conference,
Annabelle Koenig received a 2nd Team
All-Conference, and Grace Manke
received an Honorable Mention.

“I love knowing that
I’m surrounded with
friends and
teachers who will
help me grow in my
faith, and are there
to support me.”

“I love attending
Luther because of
the amazing
opportunities
provided in every
field for all
students.”

- Madison Kruschel,
Junior

- Ronald Walters,
Sophomore

“I like Luther
because Christ is
centered in all of
the classes.”
- Kyler Ernst,
Junior
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Cross Country 2019
Luther Cross Country had another successful season in 2019. The girls had a solid season and a memorable trip to Los Angeles and San Diego, California. In San Diego they had an excellent educational experience at Sea World. In Los Angeles they had a taste of cross-cultural ministry at Our Saviors Lutheran
Church, Pomona, CA and they competed in the largest cross country meet in the world—the Woodbridge
Classic. Individually, senior captain Lizzie Stuebs enjoyed success, earning first team all-conference
honors and later qualifying as an individual for state competition. Junior Kyler Ernst joined cross country
in September and earned honorable mention all-conference honors. The girls will have to say goodbye to
a number of seniors and look to reload for next year.
The boys enjoyed success throughout the season, making the state rankings in Division 3 for the entire
season. The team won the large Westby Invitational and individually had 4 runners earning all-conference
honors. Junior Micah Schibbelhut earned first team all-conference honors. Senior captain Tyler Savor,
junior Josiah Hoppe, and sophomore Ronald Walters earned honorable mention all conference honors.
The boys finished the season by finishing third at the sectional meet at Westby, narrowly missing their fourth
consecutive trip to state competition by 5 points. The boys have the majority of the team back for 2020.
A special thank you to assistant coaches Robyn Loeffelholz and Gregory Rebernick as well as all the parents for the support and the new pop-up shelter they have given to the team!
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@LKAthleticBoosterClub

Luther's Athletic Booster Club has been revived and is ready
for action with the 2019-2020 school year. Its purpose is to
promote interest in and to sponsor activities in support of
athletics at Luther High School. Charter memberships in
the revitalized club may be secured by contacting LKABC by
emailing: lkabc2018@gmail.com.
Membership in the LKABC will be a great way to actively support the sport programs at Luther and hundreds of athletes
each year! Watch for more information on activities planned
and ways to get involved!

“The reason I love
Luther is how we
all have something in common,
and that is our
love for God.”

“I love Luther High
School because I get
to learn more about
my Savior every day
in a Christian
environment.”

- Cole Zenke,
Junior

-Grace Vannucchi,
Junior

“I love coming to
school every day
and spending time
with teachers and
friends who share
my values and
ideas.”
-Katherine Bruns,
Senior
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Pro-Life Knights
Speak up...For Life
March in Washington
Members of Luther’s Pro-Life Knights Club had the opportunity to go to Washington D.C.
for the 47th Annual March for Life. The group got a private tour of the Capitol building
and saw multiple monuments. They also had a chance to visit the Holocaust Museum,
various Smithsonian museums, and the National Archives Museum. The most important
thing the students did in D.C. was to speak up for life. On the day of the March the group
heard from many great speakers, including President Trump himself. They proceeded to
march down Constitution Ave. to the Senate, with tens of thousands of other citizens
speaking up for life. This trip was an excellent opportunity for these students to stand up
for what God’s Word teaches about the sanctity of life and support the pro-life cause in
an impactful and significant way.
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Luther High School’s Robotics Team
Luther’s robotics team, igKnightion – Team 4021 has been hard at work this
season. In December, they hosted over 200 students and mentors from area
robotics teams and held a training day where teams learned skills for the
upcoming season. In January, igKnightion hosted Kickoff Day. Fourteen area
robotics teams came to Luther for the world-wide broadcast of the reveal of the
new game challenge.
For more info go to https:
//www.firstinspires.org/resource-library/frc/competition-manual-qa-system.
This season, igKnightion has 29 students (freshmen through seniors). This is
enough students once again to have a Varsity and JV team. igKnightion is
thankful for all our adult mentors, along with Coach Mahnke who volunteer
many hours into the evening to work with the team. The team is currently in the
middle of their six-week build season and will be competing soon.
Upcoming events:
3/18-21/2020-Regional @ Peoria, Illinois
4/1-4/2020-Regional @ the La Crosse Center

“I like Luther because
of the positive vibe
you get as soon as
you walk into school
in the morning.
Teachers and
students are always
giving a smiling
“good morning.”
- Timothy Seiler,
Sophomore

“I love Luther
because of all the
sport options.”
- Caylee Bruemmer,
Junior

“I love Luther
because of the
amazing staff
that are always
there to help
you, and the
amazing friends
I have made.”
- Bennett Barney,
Senior
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Grandparents Day
2019

Each year at Luther High School we
have many amazing traditions. These
events add to the experience the
students have while at Luther High
School. One of our favorite traditions
during the year is Grandparents Day.
This year we were blessed to have an
amazing group of grandparents on
campus. It was such a blessing to see
generations of Christians sharing a
day at Luther. What a blessing it is to
have God’s Word as our greatest
heritage, and to see it passed on to
the next generation.
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a grandparent is a little bit parent,
a litle bit teacher,

and best of all, a best friend.

HAPPY GRANDPARENTS DAY
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The

“Cross Man”
Mr. Kermit Oldre

Mr. Oldre always wants to share his love for his Savior with everyone.
He started making crosses after a visit with his brother. His brother showed him the beautiful
crosses he was making to occupy his time. This idea stuck with him and he began to make
what would be thousands of crosses. He then also started making keychains and everyone
loved those as well.
Mr. Oldre began giving them away to anyone he met in restaurants and parking lots. When
children received them they were asked what the cross meant.
Boxes of crosses have been sent overseas to missions and military bases. Here in the La Crosse
area hundreds have been shared at Luther High School and our WELS elementary schools.
He is known to some as the “Cross Man” and nothing makes him happier than to see them
being shared. He is doing his part in spreading the love of God. When he first began, he used
tree branches that when cut exposed beautiful colors and marks on the inside, but the edges
still had the bark on it.
We would say it is like what Jesus did for us. We were rough with sin but Jesus exposed our
beauty by His death on the cross.
Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.

¨Cross Man¨ Mr. Kermit Oldre
The Lord called Mr. Kermit Oldre
to his eternal rest on February 4, 2020.

LHS students giving out crosses to ELS students
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SENIORS ENROLL IN CHRISTIAN LIVING
Christian Living is a course that is offered to seniors at Luther High School. The course
is a study of problems confronting today’s Christian teenager, and opportunities for
sharing the Gospel. The students are taught to evaluate social problems in the light of
God’s revealed Word. They are led to see the answers to the problems confronting
teenagers in today’s society. The main purpose of this class is to give high school
students the opportunity to apply God’s Word to their lives and to assist them with their
Christian life after Luther High School. An interactive Bible Study video leads the
students through multiple topics relating to today’s teenagers. This class offers one
more opportunity to connect the Word with our seniors before leaving high school. We
pray that the Holy Spirit continues to work through this class and in the lives of our
students leaving Luther.

“I love that the teachers
are more than willing to
help any student.”
-Alexander Moldenhauer,
Sophomore

“I love that I’m
able to say hi to
everyone in the
hallway because
of our tight knight
community.”

“My favorite part
about Luther
High School is
the friends, and
people I have
met there.”

-Karinna Handy,
Senior

-Alec Breidel,
Freshman
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New Face at Luther

“People start
to heal
the moment
they are heard.”
-anonymous
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This school year Luther High School has been
blessed with the addition of Mr. Todd Hoffe
(currently he has two students at Luther). Mr.
Hoffe, who has spent 30+ years working as a
counselor in the area of addiction, has been
coming in on Tuesdays to counsel with students
on a variety of issues. He has 11 time slots
throughout the day but routinely sees 14-15
different students each Tuesday. It truly has
been a blessing to be able to refer students to
him who are struggling with an issue.

Rest In Peace

David Adickes of Onalaska, Wisconsin passed away peacefully in his home
on Wednesday, January 29th. He was born on December 9th, 1936 to
Martin and Erna Adickes in Elk Grove, Wisconsin. He became a member of
God’s family on December 27th through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.
David was raised on the family’s dairy farm with his older brother Robert.
His father Martin taught him to love working the earth, and his mother
Erna instilled in him a deep love of music as his first piano teacher.
Throughout his schooling, David was active in music, forensics, and 4-H.
From early on, David knew he wanted to become a teacher. After graduating from Belmont High School in 1954, he attended Dr. Martin
Luther College where he sang in the traveling choir and was assistant
s
e
k
c
i
d
director of the college band. His college career was interrupted for
id A
Mr. Da3v6-2020
one year by heart surgery in 1955. He was one of the first patients at
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the Mayo Clinic to survive an aortic transplant. Dave underwent several heart surgeries over the years, each time courageously working his
way back to full health. While still a student, Dave was asked to emergency teach at
Northwestern Lutheran Academy in Mobridge, South Dakota. That experience opened his eyes to the
joys of teaching high school students, and helped shape his whole career.
Upon his graduation from Dr. Martin Luther College, David married the love of his life, Gloria Kay Litke of
Benton Harbor Michigan. Their relationship was destined to be. They were both assigned the same dinner table
in the school cafeteria. When Dave met Gloria and he knew he wanted to devote his life to her.
Newlyweds Dave and Gloria moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he taught 5th and 6th grade at St. John’s
Lutheran School. In 1962, began teaching at Luther High School in Onalaska, Wisconsin, serving as head of
the fledgling music department. Dave was a brilliant and dynamic teacher who made lessons come to life for
his students. In partnership with his mentor, Frank Italiano, the music department flourished. Frank and Dave
were passionate and talented teachers who inspired students to love music, and to strive for excellence. The
musical tradition they established still resonates today at Luther.
In 1967 David founded the National Lutheran Choral Festival at Luther High School. Since then, thousands of
students from schools across the country have been a part of the annual event.
In 1985, David began serving as Assistant Principal in charge of Student Affairs. Many students found out the
hard way that he took school rules seriously and experienced his loving but firm discipline. While at Luther,
David taught his 5 children and 2 of his grandchildren. He retired from Luther High School in 2004, having completed 45 years in the public ministry.
Throughout his life, David was never one to sit still. He sold life insurance for AAL, provided dormitories for
Luther students and managed multiple apartments. David had a passion for woodworking, and his many
creations reflected his artist’s eye and his deep and abiding faith in God.
Dave was a devoted husband and father, and he loved his family deeply. Always the teacher, Dave’s family
vacations often included impromptu history lessons. He joked that he was a good history teacher because he
had “lived through most of it.” He lived his faith every day, and his great love for his Lord and Savior was evident
to everyone who knew him.
David is survived by his wife Gloria (Litke), and five children. Dr. Martin David (1961), and his wife, Lalana, of
Port Angeles, Washington, Carolyn Ruth Taylor (1963) of Phoenix, Arizona, Paul Arthur (1968), and his wife,
Penny, of Barre Mills, Wisconsin, Susan Rebecca (1970) of Onalaska Wisconsin, and Christopher John (1974),
and his wife, Jessica, of Grafton, Wisconsin. He is survived by eight grandchildren, Emily Scheevel (Derek), Eric
Pederson (Kristi), Gretchen Adickes, Benjamin Adickes (Elaina), Jennifer Adickes, Madeline Adickes, Katrina
Schlafer (Jonathan), and Finnian Adickes. He was loved by four great grandchildren, Ellie Pederson, Amelia Pederson, William Scheevel, and David Scheevel.
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2019

Homecoming

Special Event: Recognition
to our 1960's football teams
HOCO 2019 was a very special event at Luther High
School. This year’s event included all of the special things
that make for a great homecoming – school spirit week,
end of the week pep rally, a big time football game, and
finally the dance. It was an amazing week!
This years HOCO included one more very special event.
This year Luther High School began what we hope is a
very special tradition. We invited all members of our
1960’s football teams. The first decade of Luther High
School football! We were blessed to have 18 members of
those teams and one of Luther’s first cheerleaders!
Thanks to everyone for making it a very special evening!
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Science = microscopes
This fall our Science Department was able to purchase
three Omax Digital Microscopes. The funding for
these microscopes was made possible with a grant
through the Onalaska Foundation for Educational
Excellence, along with some other donations. These
microscopes allow our science teachers to take
images of micro-chemistry and micro-biology things
and then project it onto the big screens in our new
science rooms. The camera on these scopes also
allows for us to take pictures and record video of
everything we look at. We thank these generous
donors for this advancement in technology.

“Somewhere, something incredible
is waiting to be known.”
-Carl sagan
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Pastor’s Day
One of the greatest things that we are
blessed with at Luther High School is the
partnership that we have with our 30 area
congregations in our Association. This partnership allows us to continue to keep Christ
in high school education. The leaders of this
partnership are our Association pastors.
Each year we invite our pastors to visit our
campus and see the wonderful blessing that
Luther High School is to their congregation
and the students that are precious to their
congregations. It is a day where students
and pastors interact, talk about school life,
and enjoy a day of connecting in the faith
that we are all blessed to share in Christ.
We appreciate all our pastors and the
special relationship we share with them.
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“ONE NATION,
UNDER GOD”
VETERANS DAY 2019

This year we were privileged to honor the men
and women of the armed forces and Special
Forces this Veterans Day. The students presented
on the demands of military service and requirements for U.S. Special Forces.
Students were also able to pay tribute to those
who made the ultimate sacrifice and those
among them willing to do the same on their
behalf. We thank all the veterans who were in
attendance and elsewhere for service to our
nation and for protecting the blessings of freedom we have in America

HONORING
ALL
WHO
SERVED
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Thank YOU
To all of our elementary Lutheran schools and their
associating congregrations,
We want to thank YOU for everything that you do to
support Luther High School! With your continuous
support, Luther High School is able to continue
students’ Christian education each and every day. We
have asked random students throughout the year if
they would like to give a quote on what they love
most about Luther High School. As you’ve been
browsing this edition of the Advocate, you have probably noticed the gold bars on the bottom of some of
the pages. This is just a small fraction of what the
students are grateful for at Luther High School!
Thank YOU for supporting
YOUR Luther High School!
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Faith
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With
Us!
Do you know any students, alumni, family,
or friends that you think would like to stay
in touch with Luther High School?
Be sure to invite them to check out
our new Facebook page, Instagram,

TO DO LIST
Facebook:
@weloveluther

Instagram:
#lifeatluther

Twitter:
@lutherhigh

and have them sign up online for our
newsletters and notification emails!

You Tube:
luthfilms

UStream:
lutherhighlive
www.lutherhigh.org

608-783-5435
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Spring

Band
Spotlight

SUNDAY

May 12 3:00pm
CHAPEL AUDITORIUM

Featuring Luther High School's

MUSIC ENSEMBLES

GRACE, FAITH, SCRIPTURE

