
U.S. History (Social Studies) 

Required – Year – 11 
Prerequisites: None 

 
 
Course Description 

U. S. History is a survey course. Students will see the history of the United States as “His 
Story”. All instruction will be centered on God’s Word and the cross of Christ. As such, all people 
and events studied will be discussed from a Christian perspective of Law and Gospel as taught in 
the Bible. Students will be taught to view the past from a Christian perspective and to apply 
lessons learned from the past to their present and future as redeemed children of God and 
Christian citizens of the United States of America.  

 
Course Goals 
 The Christian teacher will: 

1. Assist the student to develop gratitude to God for the blessings he has bestowed on 
America. 

2. Help the student appreciate the sacrifices made by our founding fathers so that 
liberty and freedom to worship God unhindered is ours. 

3. Help the student develop loyalty to America and the principles upon which it was 
founded. 

4. Help the student recognize and accept the government as an authority created by 
God to keep order in a sin-filled world. 

5. Encourage in the student a willingness to serve America as a loyal citizen carrying 
out the responsibilities placed upon a member of a free society. 

6. Assist the student to develop a tolerance for other races and cultures as equal 
partners in a multi-cultural country. 

7. Present history as the evidence of God’s divine intervention in human events so that 
His good and gracious will may be carried out in the world. 

8. Impress upon the student that the destiny of our country and the world is in the Lord’s 
hands. 

9. Familiarize the student with the factual knowledge of our country’s history. 
10. Help the student acquire skills in research, organization, and in the evaluation of the 

information received. 
11. Give the student opportunities to express his/her views on both historical and current 

events. 
12. Develop in the student critical thinking skills. 

 
Course Objectives 
 The successful student will be able to: 

1. Understand the basic history of the United States of America. 
2. Read and analyze text and original historical resources. 
3. Analyze maps, graphs, charts, and current news articles. 
4. List the presidents in order and explain the significance of most in American history. 
5. Lead a life of service to his/her country and society as a redeemed child of God. 

 



Course Outcomes 

History is far more than dates and facts to be memorized. Rather, history is the recorded story of 
mankind under the guiding hand of God. Therefore, it is not enough to simply learn what happened in the 
past. Instead, one must learn why things happened the way they did, and how that affects the world we 
live in today. 

 
 

Course Outline 
 
                  Semester 1                       Semester 2 

I. Beginning of America  
(First Inhabitants – 1763) 

II. Forming a New Nation (1763 – 1815) 
III. Developing a National Identity 

(1815 – 1860) 
IV. The Union in Crisis (1850 – 1877) 

 
 

V. An Industrial Nation (1860 – 1920) 
VI. Becoming a World Power (1898 – 1920) 
VII. A Modern Nation (1919 – 1940) 
VIII. A Champion of Democracy (1939 – 1960) 
IX. A Nation Facing Challenges  

(1954 – 1975) 
X. Looking Toward the Future  

(1968 – Present) 

 
Instructional Strategies 

These include: lecture, games, competitions, cooperative learning activities, small and large 
group discussions, independent research, project-based assignments, videos, and self-study. 

 
Grading 

Students’ grades are based on chapter tests, quizzes, unit tests, class participation, daily 
assignments, projects, reports, and semester exams. Generally the grade is composed of 15% 
daily work, 20% quizzes, 20% projects and reports, 30% chapter and unit tests, 15% semester 
exams. 

 
Student Materials 

The Americans by Holt McDougal 2012; Chromebook, special selected handouts or primary 
sources, a three-ring binder, notebook, pen/pencil, and highlighter. 

 

 
Classroom Policies: 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students in this class are expected to participate in all classroom activities, including 
classroom discussions, complete all homework assignments, respect the opinions of others, come to class 
prepared, and follow the policies outlined below. All students are expected to regard others as redeemed children of God 
and therefore will give their ideas and their statements the respect a fellow Christian and human being deserves. 
 
LATE WORK: I will accept late work; however, it is your responsibility for completing the work and turning it 
in to me. Credit for unexcused late work will be reduced 10%. Credit for excused late work will not be reduced 
but must be submitted by the date determined by the teacher. I WILL NOT HUNT YOU DOWN. School is your 
job…do it well. 
  
TARDINESS: Being late to class not only means you miss out on classroom activities, but that your disruption 
and distraction causes others to miss out as well. If you are late to a class, you may enter the room quietly, 
WITHOUT disrupting your classmates. 

 



CAN I GO...: To your locker? To the bathroom? To get a drink? Generally, the answer is yes. However, take 
care of your personal needs on your own time and come to class prepared.  

 

EXTRA CREDIT: Extra credit may be available on some tests and quizzes. However, do not expect or rely on 
Extra Credit opportunities to bolster your grade throughout, (or worse, at the end) of the course.  

 

COMMUNICATION: There is no reason for you to ever guess what your grade is. Your Skyward account will 
have your most current grade. Talk to me if you are having trouble finding out your grade.  
 
DISCIPLINE: You have been in school long enough to know what behavior is allowed and expected in a 
classroom. As high school students, you will likely receive more freedom in your classes than you did in 
elementary or middle school. But, with freedom comes responsibility. Use your newfound freedoms wisely, or 
they very well may be taken away from you. Use of cellphones is not allowed in class unless otherwise 
instructed by the teacher. If you have to have it on your person, put it on do not disturb/airplane mode. If an 
emergency arises and you need to use your phone, then please ask. 
 
EXTRA HELP: If you find that you need additional help from the instructor, “My door is always open.” Please 
ask me anything. I am willing to meet with you at any time that is available to both of us.  

 

PLAGIARISM: Plagiarism is defined as taking the words or ideas of others and claiming them as your own. It 
is an act of theft, dishonesty, and cheating. It is important that you pay careful attention to your writing and 
always cite your sources. Knowingly copying or using the academic work of another and presenting it as 
your own will result in serious consequences. The assignment will be given a zero and the offense will be 
reported to the administration.  
 
Cheating will result in a “0” on the assignment. Cheating a second time will result in “0”s for every assignment 
in the unit. Cheating a third time will result in failing the semester. Cheating includes working together on an 
assignment that was not intended to be a “group” assignment.  
 
 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION  
Instructor: Mr. Joshua Weaver 
Phone: 303-810-5671 
Email: weavjosh@luther.k12.wi.us 

 


