
Your LHS Association
First Lutheran - La Crescent, MN
Immanuel Lutheran - La Crescent, MN
First Lutheran - La Crosse, WI
Grace Lutheran - La Crosse, WI
Immanuel Lutheran - La Crosse, WI
Mt. Calvary Lutheran - La Crosse, WI
St. John’s Lutheran - Lewiston, MN
St. John’s Lutheran - Nodine, MN
St. Paul’s Lutheran - Onalaska, WI
Grace Lutheran - Ridgeway, MN

St. Peter’s Lutheran - Chaseburg, WI
Christ Lutheran - Cochrane, WI
St. Michael’s Lutheran - Fountain City, WI
Bethel Lutheran - Galesville, WI
Goodview Trinity Lutheran - Goodview, MN
St. John’s Lutheran - Sparta, WI
St. Matthew’s Lutheran - Stoddard, WI
St. Paul Lutheran - Tomah, WI
English Lutheran - Viroqua, WI
St. Paul’s Lutheran - Bangor, WI

St. John’s Lutheran - Barre Mills, WI
Faith Lutheran - Black River Falls, WI
Christ Lutheran - Burr Oak, WI
St. John’s Lutheran - Caledonia, MN
Faith Lutheran - Cataract, WI
St. Peter Lutheran - Hamburg, WI
Zion Lutheran - Hokah, MN
Good Shepherd Lutheran - Holmen, WI
Christ Lutheran - West Salem, WI 

IN MEMORY OF:

Cameron Selin
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Selin
Chuck Tydrich

Bradley Sisbach
Genevieve Lenser

Jean Tolvstad
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory D. Tolvstad

Laurence Clark
Mrs. Carmen Viner
Rev. and Mrs. Oliver Lindholm
Larry and Diane Lindesmith

Jackie Duve
Mr. Eric Duve

Steve Kapanke
Rosalie Kutz
Larry and Diane Lindesmith

James Mc Corkle
Pamela Mc Corkle

Mark Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Miller

Everett Olson
Mrs. Donna Dovenberg

Arnold R. Pinski                         
Mrs. Ruby M. Pinski

Bernard Pralle
Mr. and Mrs. Dawson Strutt

Wilbur Rhode
Ms. Arlene M. Rhode

Howard Roerig
Mrs. Marilyn Roerig

Stanley Schroeder
Mrs. Diane M. Schroeder

Dorothy Seifert                   
Mr. Loyley Seifert

Dean Tolvstad
Mr. Andrew G. Tolvstad

Jean Tolvstad
Mr. Andrew G. Tolvstad

David Zahn
Pastor and Mrs. James 
Liggett
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Stellick

Irmgard Zielke                    
Pastor and Mrs. Norris 
Baumann

REMEMBERING
OUR LOVED ONES

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL
COMMENCEMENT SERVICE

Thank you to the following people who directed their memorials
for their loved ones to Luther High School...

CYMBAL NEWSLETTER
LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL
KEEPING CHRIST IN HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

608 783 5435

www.lutherhigh.org
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The Luther High School Commencement Service will be held on Sunday, May 27 at 2:00 pm 
in the ACE Gymnasium.  For more information, go to www.lutherhigh.org or visit the LHS 
Facebook Events page at “weloveluther”. 

CLASS VERSE FOR 2018 LHS GRADUATES:  

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.
DEUTERONOMY 31:8 

May 2018        



Congratulations to the Luther Light for May, Shawn Bjerke 
of Tomah, WI.  Shawn is the son of Brian Bjerke and Lisa 
Fletcher and is a member at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tomah, WI.  Before Luther High School, he attend-
ed St. Paul Lutheran School in Tomah.

While at Luther, Shawn has participated in the drama 
productions and been a member of Sound Foundation, 
Concert Choir, and the robotics team.

Shawn volunteers by helping with various Luther activities 
like the Chili Cook Off and the Fifth Grade Science Day.  

In his spare time, Shawn enjoys singing, camping, listening 
to all kinds of music, learning how to play different instru-
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ments, and spending quality time with friends.

After graduation from Luther High School, Shawn plans to attend Martin Luther College in 
New Ulm, MN for pre-seminary studies.

May 5
Jonah Backus & the Conquerors
7 pm @ LHS Chapel Auditorium

May 11
Sound Foundation Knight Revue
7 pm @ LHS Chapel Auditorium

May 12
LHS Awards Night
7 pm @ LHS Chapel Auditorium

May 13
Spring Spotlight Concert
2 pm @ LHS Chapel Auditorium

Jim Rupprecht’s 
Retirement Reception
Following Spring Spotlight Concert

May 16
LHS Music Awards Night
6 pm @ LHS Chapel Auditorium

May 18
LHS Jr/Sr Banquet

May 27
LHS Commencement Service
6 pm @ LHS Chapel Auditorium

For details on these and other events, visit 
www.lutherhiogh.org.

MAY LUTHER LIGHTS UPCOMING EVENTS
Luther Light is awarded to Luther High School students who have been nominated and chosen by students 
and staff based on those whose attitude serve as a model for others and display evidence of the stewardship 
of blessings and gifts God has given.

Congratulations to the Luther Light for May, Michaela 
Harbach of Nodine, MN!  Michaela is the daughter of Dennis 
and Allison Harbach and is a member at St. John’s Luther-
an Church in Nodine, Minnesota.  Before Luther High 
School, she attended St. John’s Lutheran School in Nodine.

While at Luther, Michaela has participated in tennis, track, 
Cantate Choir, Concert Choir, drama, Handbells, Wings 
team, Pro-Life Knights, National Honor Society, and Student 
Council.

Michaela volunteers in her church by playing organ for 
Sunday worship services. She has also volunteered in the 
Imaging Department as a patient transport at Gundersen 

CONGRATULATIONS: Michaela Harbach 

Lutheran Hospital in LaCrosse.

In her spare time, Michaela enjoys singing, fishing, playing cards with family, and singing 
about fish.

After graduation from Luther High School, Michaela plans to attend Wisconsin Lutheran 
College in Milwaukee, WI to study Pre- Med. 

CALENDAR

LUTHER CLASSES OF 1965 – 1971

The Luther High Class of 1968 will be holding its 
50th Class Reunion on the weekend of            
June 23 – 24, 2018.  Members of the Class 
should register for the Saturday, June 23 dinner 
event on the Website: www.lutherhigh68.com 
by June 1, 2018. 

On Sunday, June 24, 2018 the Class will be 
meeting in the Luther High Auditorium for a 
worship service led by ministers of the Class of 
1968.  The service starts at 10:30 am in the LHS 
Chapel Auditorium.  Following the service, there 
will be a tour of Luther High.  Due to the next 
phase of construction entry to Luther will be via 
Green Bay Street (off of 12th Ave. Onalaska). 

The Class of 1968 cordially invites alumni from 
the Classes 1965 through 1971 as well as their 
families to join us in this worship service and tour.  
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The most visible feature of Phase 3 of the Luther building project will be the new front 
entrance, but a lot of time has been spent making sure we address a major safety issue in 
the winter months.  Wherever possible the old and new downspouts are being connected 
directly to the underground storm water drainage system.  This will greatly reduce the 
possibility of ice forming near the entrances and on the sidewalks.   The safety of the 
students, faculty, staff, and visitors is our top concern.   

Catalyst has recently dropped off their construction office trailer at the school and work has 
begun on the 2nd floor classrooms.  Please be on the lookout for changes to the parking lots 
this summer; you will be directed to use the new Green Bay Street entrance most of the 
summer.  Also use caution as you walk near any fenced off areas around the building.  
Children will no doubt be curious and want to explore, so please make sure they stay clear of 
the construction zones.

Thank you,

Don Fruit, Building Committee Chairman

PHASE 3
has begun with the construction to finish upper level classrooms underway!  

LHS BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 

NEW FRONT ENTRANCE 

MAY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONGRATULATIONS
 

SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

RETIREMENT RECEPTION

WELS NIGHT AT THE LOGGERS

Congratulations to Paul Adickes for 25 years in the Ministry!  For those who wish to send any 
cards of thanks and appreciation, they can be sent to: 

Attn: Paul Adickes 
Luther High School
1501 Wilson Street
Onalaska, WI 54601

Just a reminder to all families with children in grades 1-8 that there are Athletic, Art, and 
Theater Camp opportunities coming up this summer. Please register as soon as possible. 
See details on the Luther High School website at www.lutherhigh.org.

THIS SUMMER’S YOUTH CAMPS INCLUDE:  Art Camps, Band Camp, Basketball Camp, 
Football Camp, Tennis Camp, Theater Camp, Volleyball Camp

Please join us to celebrate Jim Rupprecht’s retirement.  A cake and punch reception to show 
our thanks and appreciation to Mr. Rupprecht for his years of service to Luther will be held 
Sunday, May 13, following the Spring Spotlight concert in the Luther Commons.

The 3rd Annual WELS Night at the Loggers game will be held on Sunday, June 17.  Tickets 
are just $7 plus tax.  For more information check out the event poster at your church and 
contact your church representative for tickets.

MATCHING FUNDS OPPORTUNITY
Luther High School’s Applied Home Maintenance program has been given a matching fund 
gift of $10,000. These monies will be used to add more needed equipment that will take our 
already outstanding program to an exciting new level.  Our goal is to double this incredible 
gift of $10,000 to $20,000. We ask that you would prayerfully consider this incredible giving 
opportunity and let’s see this great program grow together!  For details and to take advan-
tage of this special giving option, contact John Byus at 608-783-5435 x1142.
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MR. JAMES RUPPRECHT

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Mr. James Rupprecht will be retiring at the end of the 
2017-2018 school year.  He has faithfully served his Lord for years in various roles at four separate 
churches and three different high schools teaching a variety of subjects, being involved in 
extra-curricular activities, making memories, and touching over 3000 students’ lives.

During his many years of teaching, Jim has shared his love of music in band, choir, music theory, 
music appreciation, grade school band, jazz band, pep band, and handbells with students at 
several of our Association grade schools.  He utilized some of his other talents, knowledge of our 
world, money management, and woodworking, to instruct students in East and West Geography, 
Consumer Education, and Applied Home Maintenance classes.

Extra-curricular activities were also included in his teaching responsibilities throughout his career.  
With his love of music, Jim was able to inspire students both in the grade schools and the high 
schools to grow in all forms of their musical abilities and use them to glorify their Lord in school 
performances, chapel, and during worship services in their home congregations. Serving on the 
Administrative Council and as an academic advisor was one more avenue where Jim used his 
talents to serve Luther High School.

When asked to share some of his favorite memories from his career, Jim shared several that are 
special to him.  The memory that left the biggest impression on him was when the Luther High 
School Band was asked to perform for President Bush’s campaign in Onalaska.  “For me, the most 
exciting part was to look at our students’ faces and eyes when the President of the United States 
walked out on the stage.  It made it all worth the effort!  It was a great day for Luther High School 
and the Music Department!” Jim has held the privilege of creating, directing, and changing 
different aspects concerning the music offerings at Luther.  Those included starting the handbell 
and grade school band programs, directing the 50th WELS Band Festival National Anthem and the 
WELS National Handbell Festival, bringing the band into the Christmas Concert, revamping Heidel-
berg, and changing Concert on the Green to Spring Spotlight.

Jim plans to spend his extra time in retirement with his family, attending his thirteen grandchil-
dren’s events, traveling with his wife Sheryl, and setting up his shop for woodworking.  He is 
looking forward to attending more Minnesota professional sport games with his sons and not 
having to worry about getting back for school the next day! One piece of advice he wanted to share 
with the future staff and student body of Luther was, “Be kind and love one another!”  We thank 
God for the many years of service and commitment Jim has given to his Lord and to Luther High 
School.  May God bless your retirement!

If you would like to send your thanks and appreciation to Mr. James Rupprecht, please send them to:

Mr. James Rupprecht
N8391 McWain Dr
Holmen, WI 54636

MR. KEITH HEINZE 

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Mr. Keith Heinze will be retiring at the end of the 2017-2018 
school year.  He has faithfully served his Lord for 44 years, all at Luther High School, teaching a 
variety of subjects, being involved in extra-curricular activities, making memories, and touching 
approximately 2200 students’ lives.

During his many years of teaching, Keith has been given the opportunity to share his love of literature 
and writing with students in a variety of English classes:  British Literature, Advanced British 
Literature, English 9 & 10, American Literature, and Foundations of English.  His abilities didn’t stop 
there though. Latin I and German I and II were also subjects in which he had an interest, and he was 
able to impart that interest to his students.

Extra-curricular activities were also included in his teaching responsibilities throughout his career 
at Luther.  Keith was able to make a difference in students’ lives by serving as a guidance counsel-
or, assistant principal, director of facilities and operations, attendance officer, transportation and 
hot lunch director, and being a part of the admission and discipline committee.  Publishing the 
newspaper and being in charge of the drama productions rounded out the rest of those extra-cur-
ricular responsibilities to which Keith gave his time, effort, and dedication.

When asked to share some of his favorite memories from the last 44 years, Keith shared several 
that are special to him.  The first one goes all the way back to when Keith was a student here at 
Luther.  He started dating his wife Joanne during this time, and they were married in 1971.  What 
a blessing 47 years of marriage has been!  Having the privilege to teach his own children in a 
Christian environment is a memory that holds a special place for Keith as well. Some of the other 
favorite memories were the opportunity to work with many talented and dedicated men who 
served on Luther’s Board of Control, especially the Building and Grounds Chairmen, being part of 
the drama production “The Miracle Worker” with Dave Luetke, and working with Henry Leibl on the 
1999 building addition.  Keith considers the fact that he was able to be an integral part of the 
physical, mental, and spiritual maturing of so many young people to be one of the largest 
blessings from his time teaching here at Luther.

Keith plans to spend his extra time in retirement with his four grandchildren, working on house 
projects, and enjoying the reduced amount of stress. One piece of advice he wanted to share with 
the future staff and student body of Luther was, “Everything is different, but one thing is the same: 
Keeping Christ in Higher Education.”  We thank God for the many years of service and commitment 
Keith has given to his Lord and to Luther High School.  May God bless your retirement!  

If you would like to send your thanks and appreciation to Mr. Keith Heinze, please send them to:

Mr. Keith Heinze 
206 S Elm
La Crescent, MN 55947

                                                                                                              

WELL DONE Good and Faithful Servant
God’s Blessings to James Rupprecht and Keith Heinze with Their Retirement
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