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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

From wedding and baby showers to snow and rain showers, 
showers occur in different ways and at different times.  Indeed, 
God showers blessings on us.  The Holy Spirit inspired the 
prophet Ezekiel to provide this spiritual forecast for God’s people, 
“I will send down showers in season; there will be showers of 
blessing.”  (Ezekiel 34:26b)
Reflecting on the past school year, it is evident that God has 
showered many time, talent and treasure blessings on Luther 
High School.  
Through the approximate 150 volunteers at the Good                   
Steward, Store God has showered numerous hours  in support of 
Christ-centered education.  Eighty members of our Luther High 
congregations served on 16 committees and gave freely of their 
time to complete the self-study for continuing accreditation.     
Efforts by members of the Building Committee, Capital Campaign 
Committee, and other volunteers completed planning and prepa-
rations for the current construction.  The hours of faithful work 
by Luther High’s faculty, staff, boards and committees are also 
among the blessings of time given in support of Christ-centered 
education at Luther High School.  Showered blessings of time 
prompt our gratitude to individuals and thanksgiving to God.  
For much of this past school year Luther High School has 
prayerfully worked to meet our staffing needs.  God’s showered 
blessings are evidenced in the establishment of the Director of 
Mission Advancement office and the faithful work of Mr. John 
Byus and Mrs. Courtney McCollough.  In view of Mr. Heinze’s 
retirement, Mr. Bob Sandvick has been hired to serve as the 
new Director of Building and Grounds.   Mr. Jon Engelbrecht 
(Dean of Students), Mr. Jonathan Witte (LHS and LES Band    
Program), and Mrs. Mallory Towne (instructor and coach) are 
God’s showered blessings to complete our faculty.  For all of 
those showered blessings of talent, we also express thanks to 
individuals and thanksgiving to God.  
God’s “showered financial blessings” come through Luther High 
Association congregations, tuition, memorials, the Luther High 
Foundation, the Good Steward Shop, grants, bequests and the 
“Finish the Work” initiative.  Luther High Association congre-
gations provided nearly $400,000.  Tuition income this past 
school year was $1.4 million.  Gifts in support of Christ-centered         
education totaled $250,000.  During this current school year 
the Good Steward Store has provided more than $240,000.  
Gifts and pledges in support of Luther High’s recent building 
construction total nearly $6.5 million. Mindful of all these show-
ered treasure blessings, we thank supporters of Christ-centered 
education and offer thanksgiving to God.  
True to God’s intent in Ezekiel’s day as well Luther High’s past 
school year, “there will be showers of blessing.”  In Christ, 
through the Means of Grace, God has showered us with our 
greatest blessing.  
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MISSION-VISION-OBJECTIVES

MISSION STATEMENT
Luther High School provides a Christ-centered education that             
encourages and equips students for life and for eternity.

VISION STATEMENT
Luther High School desires that its students, mindful of baptismal 
grace, live the holiness that God gave to them in Christ.

OBJECTIVES
Therefore, Luther High School will keep Christ in high school education by:

1. faithfully proclaim and apply the Word of God through the teaching
of classes, life skills, and activities in accordance with the Lutheran
Confessions.
2. promote spiritual growth and maturity through the proper use of
God’s Law and Gospel.
3. encourage and train students to share their faith throughout their
lives whether in personal or public ministry.
4. instill a desire for knowledge, understanding and wisdom while
taking “every thought captive and making it obedient to Christ.”
(2 Corinthians 10:5)

The theme for the 2018-2019 school year is “Complete in Christ.”  
The supporting passage is Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present or 
the future, nor any powers, neither height or depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

2018-19 School Year 

The Luther High School Mission
Quality Christ-Centered Education
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STUDENTS GUIDED BY FAITH

My name is Jessie Maedke and I am a recent 2018 graduate of Luther High School. This past January, I had the 
amazing opportunity to travel to Yangon, Myanmar! Through the WELS organization known as Christians Forward 
Southeast Asia (CFSA), a team of nine others and I set up medical clinics in three different 
locations throughout the seven days we were in the country. 
As an assistant to a nurse, I kept a record of how many patients the nurse that I was 
assisting treated, along with other information such as age, symptoms, diagnosis, 
what medication(s) we gave the patient, etc. I also worked alongside the photogra-
phers when I had time, absorbing as much knowledge from them as I could! At the 
end of each day, a few of us led a KinderJam program through which we taught 
English to the local kids through music and goofy dance moves. This was one of 
my favorite parts of each day.
At the end of our trip, we got to sightsee in Yangon and Singapore. The 
people I met, teammates I easily grew to love, and exciting things I saw 
will not soon leave my mind. However, the thing that I will always cherish 
the most about this mission trip was the opportunity to share my love for 
God through the love I show to others. Despite differing languages and 
cultures, the locals and I were able to express our faith for our Savior 
through the ways we treated each other, and that is such an amazing 
thing to experience! I pray that God blesses me with the opportunity to 
go on many more trips like this one!

Emme Rogers Accepts Presidential Appointment

Jessie’s Mission Trip: A Student Story

Luther High School senior and co-salutatorian Emme Rogers accepted her appointment 
to the United States Military Academy at West Point. Emme applied to several 

other schools including Columbia, Georgetown, Washington University in St. 
Louis, Vanderbilt and the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  She also was     

selected as a National Merit Finalist and scored one point shy of a perfect 
score on her ACT. Emme is the daughter of Colonel Kris and Dr. Leslie 

Rogers of La Crosse, Wisconsin.
“It is such an honor and privilege to receive an appointment to the 
United States Military Academy.  It is almost unreal appreciating 
the competitiveness of all the applicants,” Emme said. “I did a lot of 
shouting and praying when I received my letter of assurance back in 
August 2017.  As letters of acceptance, waitlisted, and non-accep-
tance arrived in my mailbox, it was my appointment to West Point 
that I prayed most for.  It is an amazing blessing to follow in my Dad’s 

footsteps and so many others who have served our Nation.”  
At West Point, Emme will major in chemistry and life sciences. When she 
completes her Bachelor of Science degree, her goal is to attend medical 

school. The United States Military Academy’s Admission’s Office states, 
“Upon accepting her offer to The United States Military Academy at West Point, Emme accepted a fully-funded 
scholarship that includes all tuition, room, board, books, uniforms, medical and dental care, training costs and pay, 
and is valued at over $400,000.”  For more information about the United States Military Academy, go to its website 
at www.usma.edu. For more information about Luther High School, please visit www.lutherhigh.org.
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ABOUT ALUMNI

Emme Rogers Accepts Presidential Appointment The Big 10

Calling All Alumni 
We want to stay connected and hear from you!  Send your pictures and updates (along with your contact info) to       
byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us, and your update may be featured in the next issue of Advocate or the new Luther Alumni 
Facebook Group found on Facebook @ weloveluther in “Groups.”  You can also keep in touch by updating your 
information through the “Update Alumni Contact Info” tab at www.lutherhigh.org, or call our Director of Mission 
Advancement, John Byus, at (608) 783-5435 x1142 to get connected or schedule your next high school reunion or 
Luther Alumni gathering!  Don’t forget to check out updates from your Luther High School online: 

programs have novice programs comprised of mostly freshmen, and they teach them all the sport and give them 
the opportunity to compete against other college’s novice teams. From these novice teams, girls are then invited 
back to join the varsity team. After my freshman year, I was invited back to join the varsity team and  never looked 
back. Rowing was the absolute highlight of my undergraduate experience.  It gave me my closest friends, hundreds 
of good memories, and the opportunity to travel the country while competing on one of the most competitive 
stages in rowing. This past spring I finished my rowing career at the University of Minnesota after having competed 
the past three seasons in the 2nd Varsity 8 boat. I finished having received CRCA Scholar Athlete Awards, a Big 10 
Distinguished Scholar Award, Academic All-Big 10 selections, the 2018 Donna J. Olsen Award from the University 
of Minnesota, and the 2018 Big 10 Rowing Sportsmanship Award. 
My experiences at Luther helped to set me up for the successes that I have seen since my graduation in 2014.      
Playing softball at Luther I never dreamed that I would go on to be a Division I athlete, but the lessons that I learned 
playing softball helped set me up for success as an athlete down the road. Mr. Ross taught us the importance of a 
team, how to be a good teammate, and how to conduct ourselves in a sportsmanlike way on and off the field. My 
rowing teammates always joked about that if you’re only 5 minutes early you’re late, but that mentality felt right at 
home for me because Mr. Ross always taught us that if you’re only on time, you’re late. Additionally, being academically 
challenged in classes like AP Calc and Adv Brit Lit while juggling activities such as robotics and softball helped set 
me up to be successful juggling a challenging academic course load, an intense training schedule for rowing, multiple 
years as a Residential Advisor, and a Sports Medicine Internship with the University of Minnesota’s football team. 

I graduated from Luther in 2014, and since then have 
graduated from the University of Minnesota after 
completing a Summa Cum Laude Bachelor of Science 
Kinesiology Degree and 4 years on the University 
of Minnesota’s NCAA Division I Rowing team. I am 
currently attending the University of Arkansas as a 
part of their Graduate of Athletic Training Program. 
I walked onto the rowing team as a freshman and 
fell in love with the sport. Varsity collegiate rowing      

Emily Appold, Class of 2014 

Facebook:
weloveluther

Instagram:
lutherknights

YouTube:
luthfilms

U-Stream:
lutherhighlive

Website:
www.lutherhigh.org

Twitter:
lutherhigh
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LUTHER HIGH FOUNDATION

The Luther High Foundation was established back in 
May of 1988 by a committee established by the Luther 
High School Conference of Delegates. The goals they 
set out are the same we use today:

Purposes of Luther High School Foundation, Inc. 

1. To insure the long-term perpetuation of the financial
stability of Luther High School.
2. To provide a third source of funding for the opera-
tion of the school; that is, funding for improvements,
expansion, and general operating expenses of the
school.
3. To provide an avenue to manage the gifts and
donations contributed for the existence of Luther
High School.
4. To assist with tuition payments for students.
5. To provide an excellent vehicle of funding.

There are a number of funds and scholarships that 
donors can give to that are managed by the Founda-
tion, but I would like to discuss one in particular in a 
little more detail today. The Student Tuition Endow-
ment Fund, referred to as the “STEF”. This Fund was            
established to help offset the tuition costs at Luther 

High by using the interest earned to help reduce the 
tuition at Luther High School for every student.
The STEF started out very humbly around 2004 with 
about   $20,000   collected   from   donors.   The   chart
below shows the growth this Fund has enjoyed through 
God’s grace since that time. Rising to over $1.2 Million 
at the end of 2017 and continuing to grow.
This has allowed us to provide about $100 in tuition 
reductions for each of our students this coming year 
and we hope to see that amount increase substantially 
with the increase in the value of the STEF Fund.
The goal of the Foundation Board is to see this Fund 
continue to grow so that we may be able to offset a 
large portion of the cost of tuition for future students 
at Luther High School and keep tuition at an affordable 
level for all families.
God willing we will get there, with your help. If you have 
any questions on the Foundation, the STEF, or other 
funds, please let me know or you can also talk with     
Mr. John Byus, the Director of Mission Advancement at   
Luther High School.
May the Lord continue to bless Luther High School in 
all that it does.
Yours in Christ,
Jim Mendell - Class of ‘76

Luther High School Foundation
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GOOD STEWARD - FOL

Friends of Luther was organized in 1992 to provide helpful service for Luther High School. A 7-person Coordinating 
Committee plans and carries out its activities. Some of Friends of Luther’s activities include concessions at sporting 
events, an annual golf outing, managing a scrip program, serving refreshments at the intermission of school plays 
and collecting an offering for a Christmas gift for faculty and staff.
One of Friends of Luther’s first major efforts was building the asphalt track at Luther. Over the years upkeep and 
improvements have been made on a regular basis. During the past 23 years the golf outing has raised more than 
$400,000, primarily for tuition assistance. The scrip program has also been a great blessing in providing tuition aid 
for students. For more information or if you would like to help with activities, please contact the Director of Mission 
Advancement, Mr. John Byus at (608) 783-5435 x1142.

Friends of Luther Update

The Good Steward Resale Shop began operations 
in April of 2002. It was started to provide financial 
support for Luther High School. Since the store’s            
beginning, God has blessed the work so that it has 
been able to contribute $3,615,379.00 to Luther. 
This support includes funding for tuition aid, schol-
arships, the building project, endowment funds and 
various special projects. We invite everyone to stop 
in and visit whenever you are in the area (1930 Rose 
St., La Crosse).
In addition to the grace of God, one of Good Steward’s 
greatest blessings has been a large number of volun-
teer workers. Good Steward is a good place to join 
fellow Christians in providing meaningful service for 
a worthy cause. We welcome new volunteers at all 
times. Stop in and ask for a store coordinator or call us 
at 608-784-5035.

Good Steward Resale Shop

Pictured Above: Students take time to help others 
through volunteer work at Good Steward.  
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LHS Band students were selected by WELS Evergreen   
Lutheran High School in Tacoma, Washington to participate 
in  this  year’s  WELS  West  Regional  WELS  Band  Fest.
Students chosen were Lauren Stuebs, Sam Larson,             
Samantha Bunke, Kaitlyn Stratman, Joshua Larson, Cianna 
Hoppe and Berkley Harle.
Approximately 85 musicians from 9 different WELS high 
schools in our Western Region participated. The students 
put in 2 long days of learning music and rehearsals with the 
end result of an incredible concert. Many of the students, 
were able to do some sightseeing in Seattle before flying 
home. Next year’s band fest will be the National Fest and 
will be located at WISCO (Wisconsin Lutheran High School 
in Milwaukee, WI) in March of 2019.

The 2017-18 school year marked lots of                           
excitement for Drama students with the New 
Chapel Auditorium stage ready for use.  With the 
show  “Miss   Nelson   is   Missing”   in   Spring,  and 
“Disney’s Beauty and the Beast” in the Fall,                
students were able to use their God-given talents 
to set the stage to welcome the community to       
Luther High School.  Besides drama, the Chapel 
Auditorium is also used daily for Chapel worship, 
and for presentations for students, parents, and 
congregation members. 

Luther’s  Robotics  Team, 
igKnightion, as a part of the         
Seven Rivers Robotics Coalition, 
won the Volunteer of the Year 
Award. Normally igKnightion 
only participates in one region-
al throughout the season, but 
through generous donations, 
they were able to attend two this 
year.  

Members of the Pro-Life Knights 
went to Washington D.C. to      
participate in the March for Life.

Luther Golf won the Region-
al Championship! Senior Noah 
Matzke was the meet medalist 
(BEST round). 
Congratulations Knights!

KNIGHT ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS
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Girl’s Track also finished out as WIAA Regional  Cham-
pions.  Emily Doberstein (class of 2018), finished 
third in the 300 meter hurdles.   The  1600  meter  
relay team, Ali Karr (Class of 2020), Emily Doberstein 
(class of 2018), Cianna Hoppe (class of 2019), and 
Jesse Maedke (class of 2018) finished fourth in state.       
Emily Wintrone (class of 2020) qualified for state in 
the 1600 meter run.  

Luther High School       
announced that 31 stu-
dents in the class of 2018 
reported over $900,000 
in scholarship money from 
individuals, foundations, 
organizations, and the 
schools they are attend-
ing. Of the 55 graduates, 
51 have indicated plans to 
continue their education 
in the fall. 

The Luther High School’s Boy’s Track team won the 
2018 WIAA Regional Championship. David Vannuc-
chi (class of 2019) won the 1600 and 3200 meter 
State Championship runs. Sam Larson (class of 2019)        
finished third in state in the 3200 meter run. Togeth-
er, the boy’s team finished seventh at State.  

WELS National Choral Festival celebrated its 50th      
anniversary in November of 2017.  Over 20 WELS 
Lutheran High School choirs participated, and approx-
imately 3,000 people attended to see the Pops Concert 
and join in worship at the Sacred Concert.  

Knight Basketball wrapped up the regular campaign 
at 12-10, guaranteeing the first winning season since 
2013-14. Junior Bennett Loersch hit a shot to reach 
1000-points in his career. Lady Knights Basketball also 
finished the year at 8-15.  Coach Brad Schaper was 
selected to coach the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches 
Association D-4. The 2017-18 season also marked 
the retirement from coaching for Luther’s long-time 
coach, Joel Babinec.

KNIGHT ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS
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HAPPENINGS AT LUTHER

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  The end of the 2017-18 school year marked the retirements of Mr. James 
Rupprecht and Mr. Keith Heinze.
During his many years of teaching, Jim has shared his love of music in band, choir, music theory, music appreciation, 
grade school band, jazz band, pep band, and handbells with students at several of our Association grade schools. He 
utilized some of his other talents, knowledge of our world, money management, and woodworking, to instruct stu-
dents in East and West Geography, Consumer Education, and Applied Home Maintenance classes.  Extra-curricular 
activities were also included in his teaching responsibilities. The memory that left the biggest impression on him was 
when the Luther High School Band was asked to perform for President Bush’s campaign in Onalaska. “For me, the 
most exciting part was to look at our students’ faces and eyes when the President of the United States walked out on 
the stage. It made it all worth the effort! It was a great day for Luther High School and the Music Department!” Jim 
has held the privilege of creating, directing, and changing different aspects concerning the music offerings at Luther.  
Keith Heinze faithfully served his Lord for 44 years, all at Luther High School, teaching a variety of subjects, being 
involved in extra-curricular activities, making memories, and touching approximately 2200 students’ lives. When 
asked to share some of his favorite memories from the last 44 years, Keith 
shared several that are special to him. The first one goes all the way back 
to when Keith was a student at Luther. He started dating his wife Joanne 
during this time, and they were married in 1971. What a blessing 47 
years of marriage has been! Having the privilege to teach his own chil-
dren in a Christian environment is a memory that holds a special 
place for Keith as well. Some of the other favorite memories 
were working with many talented and dedicated men who 
served on Luther’s Board of Control, being part of the dra-
ma production “The Miracle Worker,” and working with 
Henry Leibl on the 1999 building addition.
May the Lord bless your retirement, Mr. Rupprecht and 
Mr. Heinze!

Over the past 29 seasons, I have been truly blessed to have been 
able to work with hundreds of tremendous student-athletes,                      
dedicated coaches, supportive parents and a network of coaches 

across the state of Wisconsin. During these 29 seasons, the teams 
experienced a variety of challenges, adversities and successes. These 

are all moments in the educational process to grow in handling the            
challenges, adversities and successes that life will bring.

The common theme each year was for the athlete to recognize 
the special blessings that they were given to be able to play 

the game at their highest level in high school competition.  
They had the privilege to represent their school on the 
court, and most importantly to show the love they have 
in their hearts for their Savior. In all things, to God be 
the glory and honor!

God’s Blessings on Your Retirement

29 Years Later... 
Reflections From Coach Babinec
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WHAT’S NEW AT LHS

New Friends connects teens and young adults in high school and college with 
children with special needs and their families. The purpose of New Friends is 
to build relationships by focusing on our abilities, not our disabilities, while 
creating a fun-filled atmosphere where the entire family feels safe, relaxed 
and happy! This program is a ministry of our Jesus Cares Ministries (JCM), 
which is a national outreach ministry to people with developmental disabil-
ities, their families and the communities they live in. 
This coming school year over 70 Luther students will be assisting with three 
events on our campus. We will be hosting events in the fall,  winter and 
spring. We are blessed to have so many young Christians see the importance 
of this ministry. They want to ensure that God’s command of “Go and tell all 
nations” begins at their Luther High School. Look on our Facebook page at 
WeLoveLuther or www.lutherhigh.org for details. 

I was born in Port Huron, Michigan.  I attended Emanuel Redeemer Lutheran School 
in Yale, Michigan, then Michigan Lutheran Seminary. After attending one semester 
at Martin Luther College, I transferred to the University of Wisconsin - La Crosse. 
There, I worked towards my bachelor’s degree in physical education and health       
education and competed for the UW-L Women’s Track and Field Team. Within these 
past few months, I have graduated from college, married Wesley Steven Towne, and 
received a call to teach at Luther High School as their physical education teacher. I am 
looking forward to the opportunity of teaching God’s children during this  upcoming 
school year. 

Jonathan Witte was born and raised in Fond du Lac, WI where his parents, Dale and 
Renee Witte are both teachers. He also has one sister, Hannah Witte, who will be a 
freshmen in college this coming school year. Jonathan developed a passion for music 
by participating in choirs and bands that took him all across the country. He attended 
Martin Luther College for Instrumental Education, and also was a student photogra-
pher and videographer. Jonathan looks forward to meeting and working with all of 
you this coming school year and especially creating music with his students.

I was born in Wisconsin and spent most of my childhood in Cameron, WI. I gradu-
ated from Martin Luther College in 1998 and was assigned to serve Sola Scriptura in 
Decatur, GA. In 2001, I accepted a Call to serve at St. Matthew’s in Stoddard. I then 
accepted a Call in 2006 to serve St. Paul’s in Wisconsin Rapids where my wife, Trisha, 
served as the Kindergarten teacher.  She is currently holding a one-year Call to teach 
3rd and 4th grade at St. John’s, Caledonia. We have two children, Curtis and Halley. I 
look forward to my time at Luther High School with students, helping to prepare them 
for their life of service in their own families and congregations after they leave Luther 
High. May the Lord continue to bless all of us as we prepare for 2018-19.  

A Christian Friendship Network

Welcoming New Faculty
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ADVANCING THE MISSION

When Israel was to cross the Jordan River into the Promised Land, the Lord told Joshua to take one stone for each 
tribe and pile them there. The purpose was to be a visual reminder of God’s grace. Today we’d call it a memorial.
God has blessed us to be able to build schools and churches that give God the glory for the underserved grace that 
he has showered on us. In the Coulee Region and southeastern Minnesota, we find 30 Association churches and 
13 Lutheran elementary schools dedicated to the Lord. These places are dedicated to God. They are a reminder not 
just of our need for a Savior, but the salvation that Christ has given to all of us freely. 
Motivated by God’s love, the 10,000+ members of the Luther High Association united to build a memorial to God’s 
grace and to share that grace in the form of Luther High School. Since 1957, Luther has served over 3,500 students 
with the Good News of Jesus. 
Recently new campus additions have been built and dedicated to continuing that tradition of preparing teens for 
lives of service now and for eternity. Luther now has 241 students enrolled. Projections point to more growth in 
the coming years. Plus, Luther continues to each year have international students from around the world who are 
learning about their Savior and are being trained to take the Good News of Jesus to their homes. 
The Lord continues to bless. The Conference of Delegates approved Phase Three of the building addition. The ad-
dition of three brand new science labs, new school entrance, and much needed parking will truly be a blessing. We 
are continuing to ask for your prayers and support as we finish the work of these additions.  
After 60 years, the stones used to build our campus remind us that this is a place where students are daily connect-
ed to the love of their Lord. LHS is a place where they learn about their God-given talents and how they can use 
them to serve in their homes, churches, and communities. Thank you for supporting this amazing ministry. Please 
continue to remember us in your prayers. Work beside us with your talents, and support us with the treasures God 
has blessed you with. 
To God be the glory! 

John Byus, Director of Mission Advancement

“Light Up The Knight” was the theme for the      
annual Big Knight Gala held to benefit the               
students of Luther High School. Held at the 
beautiful Cargill Room in downtown La Crosse on 
April 20, it served as the back drop for amazing 
night of Christian fellowship, great food, amazing 
student entertainment, alumni testimonials, and 
raising funds for YOUR Luther High School. 
In attendance that night were over 230 people 
who share a passion and love for the ministry 
of Luther High School. Through their generous        
efforts, we were able to raise over 100k. The     
majority   of   which   goes   directly   toward   the
students of Luther High School.
We were blessed to have people from all over the 
region reach out and help in so many different 
ways. It was amazing to see the outpouring of 
support for our wonderful high school. 
We hope that you can join for next year’s gala 
as we look to raise even more money for the          
students of our beloved Luther High School. 

A Message From Mission Advancement

Light up the Knight
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SUPPORTING THE MISSION

On July 9th, Friends of Luther hosted the 24th annual Dr.James Raabe Memorial Golf
Tournament at Cedar Creek Country Club in Onalaska. This tournament has been held since 1994 with two goals 
in mind. The first is to provide fun and fellowship for the golfers who attend. The second goal is to provide support 
for the mission and ministry of Luther High School. We are very proud to say that for 24 years it has been “Mission 
Accomplished”! 
We were blessed with a beautiful summer day and good Christian fellowship.  The event was enjoyed by 128 golfers.
Many businesses and individuals provided support for our tournament by being a hole sponsors or by donating 
prizes. This year we were able to raise more than $21,000 for tuition reduction at Luther High School. We are 
extremely thankful to everyone who was able to volunteer, donate, and participate in this year’s tournament. Your 
love for the ministry and mission of Luther High School is amazing!
We hope that you can join us for next year’s tournament as we celebrate 25 years of fellowship and fun at the       
Dr. James Raabi Memorial Golf Tournament at Cedar Creek.
For information on how you can sign up for the tournament, donate gifts for hole prizes, or join our outstanding 
group of hole sponsors, contact the Mission Advancement Office at Luther High School at 608-783-5435.

Sincerely, Friends of Luther

Golf Outing Highlights
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ONE YEAR LATER

One year later. It’s surreal for me to write those words and have them be true. To say 
I was eager for my first year of teaching would be a massive understatement. At a 
young age I thought I wanted to follow in my dad’s footsteps. After a little waffling 
throughout high school, I decided that teaching was an interest I wanted to pursue. 

Five years of college turned that interest into a passion, and my impatience to get 
my own classroom and start my ministry grew year after year. Those five years 

culminated in Call Day at MLC – “Luke Rosenbaum: Luther High School – 
Math Instructor, Coaching”. Now here I am, one year later.

To think it’s been one year seems strange. At some times, I find myself 
thinking, “It’s only been one year??” By no means do I have this whole 
teaching thing down like an expert, but the relationships I’ve developed 
in a year have me feeling like this is home. At other times, I find myself 
thinking, “It’s already been one year??” Life as a Called worker keeps 
me busy, and don’t they say time flies when you’re having fun? They 

“But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.” 1 Cor. 12:18
1 Corinthians 12 is an awesome reminder of why God called me to Luther and also why he has placed everyone 
around me in my life. Everyone has a different role in all of the lives they touch. 
When I first moved to town, I didn’t have an apartment yet. The Bader’s offered me a place to stay, showed me 
around, and ultimately helped me move in when I did get my apartment. Throughout the year Connie Bader has 
taught me many things,  and has been such a great friend and advisor to me as I began my adventure at Luther. 
“If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” 1 Cor. 12:26 
I had the honor of directing our WELS Community Theater production. It was such a joy for me to see the comradery 
as the different generations got to know each other as a tight-knit cast. During that time, my family had some health 
difficulties. My cast was supportive and caring through their kind words and their prayers. 
“And God has placed in the church … gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of 
different kinds of tongues.” 1 Cor. 12:28
I have been blessed immensely by my students. It is the highlight of my day to see 
the way they help each other out in class, the concern and love they show for their 
friends who are struggling, and the random acts of love shown throughout the 
school like putting Bible verses or Valentines on every single locker. I love to 
see them grow not only in their knowledge of language and culture but also as 
Christian brothers and sisters. 
These acts of kindness and displays of love could be seen as just that and 
nothing more, but here at Luther High School there is a deeper meaning, and 
that is something that we get to talk about every day as we worship together 
in Chapel, in our classes, in our teams and organizations, and even in the hall-
ways. That reason is the love that Christ has shown us. What a blessing it will 
be to start my second year here at Luther and to share and reflect that love!

Luke Rosenbaum

Kathy Georgson

may be on to something.  One year later, the word that has come to mind the most would be ‘blessed’. If I started 
listing all the ways I’ve been blessed this year, I’d be writing for pages. My blessings are both of this world and not 
of this world. I’ll summarize them this way: I’m BLESSED by the people that have come into my life this year – the 
faculty, the students, the parents, the friends. I’m BLESSED to be doing something as fulfilling as teaching and 
coaching and (hopefully) being a role model. I’m BLESSED to be living in an area that I love for so many reasons. 
Most importantly, I’m BLESSED to have a heavenly Father that sees a dirty rotten sinner like me only through his 
Son’s perfection.  One year. Countless blessings. Here’s to many more.
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Top Notch Teacher is a unique program that focuses on teachers and their efforts in and out of the classroom. 
These are teachers that have made an impact on someone’s life.
Luther High School has been blessed to have one of our own teachers receive this award for the month of August. 
That teacher is Mr. Brad Shaper.
Mr. Shaper will be starting his 27th year in the teaching ministry this school year. 13 of those years have been have 
been serving at Luther High School. During his ministry at Luther he has coached teams at both the C (freshman) 
and varsity levels. Mr. Shaper is currently in his 11th year as our boys’ varsity basketball and first year as Luther’s 
varsity baseball coach.
Mr. Shaper has been blessed to teach several different classes at Luther High School. These have included speech, 
computer skills, American literature, and Christian Living. His energy in the classroom is infectious. Each day           
students learn with a teacher who is dedicated to showing them all the blessings the Lord has given to them. He 
has a unique way of engaging and challenging his students that makes them want to achieve at a high level.  When 
asked about what Mr. Shaper brings to his education at Luther, Lyndon Byus replied, “I just really enjoy going to 
his class!”
“Being nominated for this award is an honor. There are many teachers who are deserving of this award. I am        
humbled to be included with the teachers who have received this award in the past. I am so blessed to be able to 
teach with others that have a love for teaching and a passion for the ministry at OUR Luther High School.”   

At the conclusion of this school year, I was blessed to celebrate completion of 25 years in the public ministry. That 
adds up to a lot of classes, rehearsals and concerts! I remember being a brand new teacher at Michigan Lutheran 
High School, wondering how I would ever make it through my first week. With the Lord’s grace and the help of 
many wonderful parents,  co-workers, and students,  I did make it through that first week. Many rehearsals, classes 
and concerts have come and gone since then, but it is that same grace that sustains my ministry today.  Jesus told 
his disciples in John 15, “I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”   

- Paul Adickes, Music Department Chairman and Instructor at Luther High School

Top Notch Teacher

Reflections on 25 Years in the Ministry




