
Government (Social Studies)  

Required – Semester – 12 
Prerequisites: None 

 
 
Course Description 

This course deals primarily with the structure and functions of the state and national governments 
of the United States. Included is a study of the development of government, our political system, 
elections, Congress, the Presidency and the Federal Court system. Emphasis will be placed on 
the Christian’s rights and responsibilities in our society today. All instruction will be centered on 
God’s Word and the cross of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Course Goals 

The Christian Teacher Will: 
1. Review the Biblical foundation of civil government 
2.  Inform the student of the importance of understanding the American governmental system.  
3.    Review the Christian’s role and responsibility in our local, national and world community.  
4.    Familiarize the student with the factual knowledge of our government so they will be able to 

make informed decisions. 
5.   Review the current events of the day and discuss how we as redeemed children of God are to 

react and respond to the events. 
 
 

Course Objectives 
The successful student will be able to: 

1. Explain the responsibilities as well as the privileges that go with being a Christian citizen in a 
democracy.  

2. Explain the structure and role of Congress in our governmental system.  
3. Describe the several steps in the lawmaking process.  
4. List and explain the interrelated roles of the Presidency.  
5. Describe the nature of political parties and the essential functions the parties perform in 

American politics.  
6. Recognize the historical development of the right to vote in the United States.  
7. Recognize the critical place of the electoral process in our democratic government.  
8. Correctly answer at least 65 of the 100 questions of the US Citizenship and Immigration 

Services civics test. 
 

 
Course Outline 

1. Civil Government – God’s Other Kingdom 
2. Foundations of Government 
3. Congress  
4. The Executive Branch: The Presidency and the Bureaucracy  
5. The Federal Judiciary  
6. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties  
7. State and Local Government 
8. Taxing and Spending 
9. International Relations 
10. Contemporary Issues 
11. Toward a Better America 

 
    

Instructional Strategies 
A number of different teaching approaches will be used. These include: lecture, cooperative 
learning activities/studies, independent research, videos, current events, self study, guest 
lecturers and written reports. 
 
 
 



Grading 
1. Daily Work & Notes   15% 
2. Quizzes    20% 
3. Tests    30% 
4. Semester Exam   20% 
5. Projects     15% 

 
Rubrics or guidelines will be given to students for projects so that what is expected is clearly 
stated.   

 
 
Student Materials:    

1. Three Ring Binder  
2. Chromebook 
3. Student Textbook – Magruder’s American Government 
4. Pen/Pencil 
5. Highlighter 
6. Loose Leaf Paper 

 
  

Classroom Procedures 
Routines – Work submitted after the assigned due date will receive reduced credit. 
Tardies – Students should be in their seats when the bell rings so as not to receive a tardy or 
unexcused absence. 
Make-up Work – Students are to see the teacher for any missed work and make it up in a timely 
manner per the absence. (2 days absent = 2 days to get it in) 
Behavior – Conduct is to be consistent with our Christian faith. Treat others as the redeemed 
child of God they are.  
Cheating/Plagiarism –  1st Offense = “0” for the assignment 
   2nd Offense = “0” for the Unit 
   3rd Offense = Failing the class 
Cell Phone – Cell phones should remain on silent mode during the class period. Cell phones 
should remain in the backpack or pocket of the owner until the end of class. 
 

 
 

 


